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ADVERTISEMENT. 


25 D*. KENT having long had undoubted Evi- 
dence that the unhappy difference between 
him and Mr. Rogers, has been the ſubje& of let- 


ters and converſation, i in and out of Berkely-houſe, 


has at length thought proper to break ſilence in his 
own vindication, and to perform a voluntary pro- 
miſe he made to Mr. Rogers, that though he . 
would not be the firſt to accuſe, he would be the 


| laſt to reply.“ 


This narrative however, is not intended for ſale 
or general publication. It is printed merely to 
fave Dr. Kent the trouble of tranſcribing ſo many 
copies as he ſhall think neceſſary to diſtribute a- 
mong his friends and acquaintance. He has at- 
| tended the preſs himſelf, and ſeen it broken, after 
| every ſheet has been taken off, and therefore can 


be accountable for the number. Dr. Kent. there- 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT 


fore earneſtly requeſts all perſons to whom he ſhall 


think it proper to ſend a copy, that they will con- 


ſider it only as a loan, for which they are account- 


able to him ; as he is not without hope, to have OC- 


caſion given him to collect all the copies together, 


and burn them, that no evidence may remain that 


ſuch a diſpute ever exiſted, and that even the re· 


membrance of it may be blotted out as much as 


may be. 


City of BAT H, To Wit 


MARCH 15, 1785. 


Ambroſe Kent, D. D. Rector of Berkely, 


in the county of Somerſet, and voluntarily made 


| 'S day came before me, The Rev. 


oath, 


That ſoon after Michaelmas laſt, Mr. Rogers 
of Berkely aforeſaid, being with him in his Rec- 
torial houſe, Dr. Kent took occaſion to ſay, that 
he had ſomething to communicate to him, which 
| in delicacy he never could have mentioned to Mrs. 
Rogers, and which, he never ſhould have menti- 
oned to him, if he had not been making alterati- 
ons in his farms, which would affett his (Dr. Kent's) 
income. It was, that © he conceived the tithes of 
his pariſh to be much under let, but that he bad 

60 reſted well ſatisfied with the terms, and never 
5 A thought 
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thought of making any alteration in them. But | 


as he did not deſire to be a gainer, it was not fit 


in ſuch circumſtances, that he ſhould be a loſer 


© by the changes Mr. Rogers was making. He 
« deſired to ſtand, with reſpeR to income, juſt up- 
© on the footing he had done, before Mr. Rogers 
tt had any poſſeſſions in the pariſh. If Mr. Rogers 
e would take it upon him to regulate the buſineſs. 
e between himſelf and his tenants, Dr. Kent would 


< be perfectly ſatisfied.” 


A converſation then took place between them 


upon this ſubject, and Mr. Rogers appearing on 


his part perfectly ſatisfied with the reaſonableneſs 
of Dr. Kent's requeſt, Dr. Kent delivered to him 
in a ſheet of paper, a liſt of all the payments made 
for tithes throughout the Pariſh. Mr. Rogers re- 


ceived it with an air of complacency, and promi- 


ſed that he would undertake the buſineſs, and ſettle : 


it to Dr. Kent's contentment. 


On the 7th of Nov. laſt, Mr. Rogers came to 
Dr. Kent's houſe in the evening, and after an un- 
1 | pleaſant 
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pleaſant converſation upon a variety of topics, in 
which Mr. Rogers took upon him to queſtion Dr. 
Kent for things done at Berkely before his (Mr. 


Rogers's) marriage, and to expoſtulate with him in 


a manner which Dr. Kent thought much miſbe- 
came him, but which he heard very patiently, 


Mr. Rogers riſing from is chair and throwing a 
paper upon the table, delivered himſelf to the beſt 
of Dr. Kent's knowledge and remembrance in theſe 
very words, or at leaſt according to the ſubſtance 
of them There, Sir, there's your tithe paper, 
© take it and regulate your own buſineſs as you 
e pleaſe; I will have nothing to do with it. 1 
* would adviſe you to conſider of the matter. Dr. 


Kent replied ſimply, that he would conſider of it.” 


From this preſumption and breach of Mr. Rog- 


ers's word and honour, have followed ſome diſa- 


greeahle conſequences, which are beſt known to 
thoſe who have a concern in them. 


Sworn before me, 
Wm. STREET, Mayor. 


A true copy taken from the original. 
S. HAZARD. „% Al 
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deavour to amend his condutt in future. 
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The ſubject matter of Mr. Rogers's con- 
verſation and expoſtulation with Dr. 
Kent, alluded to in the affidavit, may 
be collected from the following addreſs. 


New- King - Street, Bath, 
| Nov. 9. 1784. 


R. KENT preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Rogers, and begs leave to ſettle a feu 
points with him, which were the ſubjects of a ſhort 


converſation between them on the evening of the 


7th Inſtant. 
The firſt is, the meaſure of reſpe& and gratitude 


due from Dr. Kent to Mrs. Rogers and her fami- 
ly, in which Mr. Rogers inſinuated, Dr. Kent 


had been, and was like to be, deficient. The 
charge was chiefly general, and as far as it was ſo, 
can only receive a general anſwer; that Dr. 
Kent is not conſcious of any diſreſpe& or ingrati- 
tude towards Mrs. Rogers, or any part of her fa- 


| mily, in thought, word, or deed. If any inſtance 


of either can be named, or brought to his recollec- 
tion, he will be ready to aſk pardon for it, and en- 


He 
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He is happy to recolle&, that in their laſt and 
moſt awful moments, he received the full and par- 
ticular approbation of his ever honoured friends and 


benefattors, the late Mr. and Mrs. Prowſe. He 


accompanied the former, at his particular requeſt, 


ſome years after he had quitted his family, from 


Bath to London, in his way to Dover where he 
died. There he adminiſtered the Sacrament to 
him (che laſt time he received it) and there Mr. 
Prowſe took an affedtionate leave of him, having 
before expreſſed his ſorrow, that he had not had 
it in his power to make a better proviſion for 
him; but that his wife would remember him.” 


Mrs. Rogers was a witneſs to all this, and receiv'd 
from her mother's mouth in her laſt moments, 


this requeſt, uttered in Dr. Kent's preſence, et re- 
member wy good Friend.” 


Mrs. Rogers has remembered 44 requeſt of her — 
venerable mother; and Dr. Kent, both before 


and fince her death, is happy in the recolleQtion of 
many inſtances of her friendſhip and condeſcenſi- 
on towards bim; and is moſt heartily ſorry to have 
incurred (unknowingly ) her diſpleaſure ; one parti- 
cular inſtance of it Mr. Rogers mentioned, and Dr. 
Kent repeats in his own words. There was one 
thing Mrs. Rogers repented of, ſhe was off her 
guard, when ſhe executed a bond to Dr. Kent (viz. 


io ſecure him! in the ReQory of Berkely,) © *twas 
65 A 


E 
«a thing ſhe could never forget, and on account 
* of which, ſhe ſhould never look upon Dr. Kent, 
in the ſame light ſhe had done before.” And yet 
when Dr. Kent aſked it of her, in the converſati- 
on he had with her about her intended marriage, 
ſhe made not the leaſt objection to it, but on the 
contrary, uſed theſe memorable words, that how- 
te ever ſhe thought proper to diſpoſe of herſelf, ſhe 
* ought to ſecure her friends, and that ſhe would 
e readily give him the bond.” No diſreſpett could 
be intended to Mrs. Rogers upon this occaſion, 
nor was any particular reference made to Mr. Ro- 
gers more than there would have been to any 
other huſband ſhe had thought proper to make 
choice of, if he had been a Duke. Dr. Kent had 
long repoſed himſelf upon the friendſhipand honour 
of the Prowſe-family ; but common prudence di- 
rected him to guard himſelf againſt a ſtranger that 
was to be ingraſted into it. He had as good an 


opinion of Mr. Rogers, (and he told him ſo) as of 


any other man; but be thought he had a right to 
keep himſelf from coming under any obligation to 
him, or dependence upon him, to which Mr. Ro- 
gers had not the ſhadow of a claim. Dr. Kent will 
ever value himſelf upon the conneQtion he has had 


J Vith Mrs. Rogers and her family, and be ever 


ready to own all obligations to her and them; and he 


is equally deſirous to pay Mr. Rogers all due reſ- 


pect; 


Uo Us 


of putting his tithes _ a more proper footing, 
| :-- han 


E 3 


ped; but he can, never conſider him in the light 
of a benefattor, or conceive himſelf more obliged 
to Mr. Rogers than Mr. Rogers is to him. 


With reſpe& to the article of tithes, Dr. Kent 


has long, upon juſt grounds, conceived thoſe of 


Berkely to be under-let. Ladies cannot be ſup- 
poſed to know ſo well the value of ſuch things; but 


Mr. Rogers ought to know, and to acknowledge, 


that they are under-let. And many years ago, 
upon an unhandſome attempt of the different farm- 
ers to ſubje& Dr. Kent to ſome parochial burdens, 
both Mrs. Rogers and her mother deſired him to 


New ſet them. But as they gave up their unreaſon- 
able pretenſions, Dr. Kent ſuffered - things to re- 


main quietly as they were. Now, however, upon 
the alterations Mr. Rogers has- made, and after the 
converſation which has paſſed upon the ſubject be- 


tween Dr. Kent and him; Dr. Kent intends to 


charge him from Michaelmas laſt, gs. 6d. for every 
arable acre he ſhall occupy himſelf, and 2s. 6d. 
for every acre of paſture. With the old tenants of 
Berkely, and Farmer Jenkins, Dr. Kent will keep 
as nearly as he can, the former terms. | 


This conduR, Dr. Kent conſiders as the moſt 


manly and gentlemanlike method he could adopt, 
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thin they were before. An example he propoſes to 
follow with every new tenant that ſhall in future 
come into the pariſh ; upon which ſcale they will 
ſtill be greatly favoured, as this charge includes 
the profits of a flock of ſheep, and of a dairy, as 
well as all privy, or vicarial tithes. When Mr. 
Rogers 1s at leiſure, Dr. Kent hopes to be favoured 
with the particular number of acres he occupies 


| himſelf, and which every tenant ſhall occupy upon 


the various changes which have happened. 


With reſpe& to reſidence, Dr. Kent is not a vo- 


luntary abſentee from Berkely, and is unjuſtly re- 


ched with having deſerted his pariſn. But he 


thought it right to indulge his wife in a houſe at 


Bath, who wiſhed to have one there, and to be ſet- 
tled, in caſe of his death. He attends, and propoſes 
to attend his general duty in perſon, at double the 
expence for which he could put in a curate; and 


never thought of even burying a corpſe (except in 
| cafes of neceſſity) by a deputy. | There is one part 


of bis duty, namely, viſiting the ſick, (to which 
however he will not be inattentive) for which he is 


accountable only to God and his own conſcience. 
| To his pariſh he is indebted in all eſſential points of 


it, and had laid his plan to attend it on the holy- 
days appendant to the three great feſtivals, and dus 
ring the Pathon-w eek, when there would be a con- 
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gregation. But be owns that he has at preſent, no 


intention to travel twelve miles backward and for- 
ward, to read prayers almoſt to bare walls, as he 


has frequently done, on every Saint's-day, or ſtate 
holy day, unleſs Mrs. Rogers particularly requeſts 


it. If ſhe thinks it a reaſonable inſtance and mark, 
of the reſpect and attention Dr. Kent will be al- 
ways moſt ready to pay her, he will alſo attend that 


duty (with as few imme as ! in 4 


perſon. 


Upon the whole, Dr. Kent thinks himſelf to 
ſtand upon the very beſt ground with reſpett to all 


the articles of Mr. Rogers's expoſtulation with 


him. He is ſenſible that a new relationſhip has 


lately ariſen between them. Mr. Rogers is Lord 
of the manor of Berkely, Dr. Kent only the Rec- 
tor. He acknowledges the difference, and will 
never loſe fight of it. But he alſo conceives that 


they ſtand bound to each other by other: ties; and 
Dr. Kent has lately ſaid on a trifling occaſion, 
that he would not, on any account, gratify the 


malice and ill nature of the world fo much, as to 


have it ſuſpected that there ſubſiſted the ſhadow of 


a difference between them. He hopes therefore, 
after this explanation, that not the leaſt difference 
will ſubſiſt; that there may never be any bicker- 


ings, any ſecret heart-burnings between them, but 


that 


in an invidious light; chat be had not inſulted him, 


[45] 


that © may always live together as becomes good | 
neighbours, as Gentlemen, and as Clergymen. 


” 
— — — anon. — 
o . 2 


O * the als of Nov. Dr. Kent returned to Ber- | 

kely to attend his duty the next day. He 
had not been long in his houſe, before Mr. Rogers 
entered it in much heat. After a few queſtions of an 
indifferent nature, he became warmer, and © al- 


* ked Dr. Kent what he meant by inſulting him in 


©: the manner he had done by his letter of the gih. 
He would take ſuch uſage from no man.” 


It may perhaps be difficult to conceive, wherein 
the inſult of the foregoing addreſs lies. It was in the 
compariſon between Dr. Kent, as Rector, and Mr. 


Rogers as Lord of the manor of Berkely.. For 


thus Mr. Rogers proceeded. *<« What! I am the 
Lord of the manor of Berkely, am I? a mere 


© country ſquire, fit only for hunting and ſhooting? 


No; I am a liberal man, and a Gentleman, and 
«Twill be treated as ſuch.” _ 


It was in vain for Dr. Kent to reply both now, 
and afterwards, that be meant not the compariſon 85 
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nor intended any ſuch thing. His paſſion: was up, and 


there was no room for any ſober reaſoning. But it 


Is impoſſible to repeat the whole of ſuch a conver- 
fation, in which, Dr. Kent was far from being un- 


moved, and provoked at laſt to fay, that now in- 
deed he had played the ſquire upon him very ſuf- 
ficiently. Mr. Rogers on his part declared, that 


he would have no further communication with Dr. 
Kent, and forbade him his houſe with as much ſo- 
lemnity and importance, as tho'an excluſion from 


t had been an ben, m Paradiſe. 


7 


3 the ee Dr. kent eee 


ly made, was the oſtenſible cauſe of all this paſſion 
and violence, Dr. Kent has abundant reaſon to 
think, that the grand ſtumbling- block of offence, 
was the bond Mrs. Rogers had given him before 


her marriage, upon which he malt enlarge a little, 


1 


Ciergyman of certain degrees and qualifications, 


when he has obtained one preferment, is entitled to 
hold a fecond by virtue of this ſame diſpenſation, 


which 1s granted by the Fiat of the Archbiſhop of the 
Province, and confirmed under the ſeal of the 
Lord Chancellor. Bui as Saunderton, Dr. Kent's 


ſecond preferment, was out of diſtance for a diſ- 
penſation (tho' if he bad waited a little, he might 


have 


hd wh W m8_ ou 
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have had ſeveral other preferments within the diſ- 


tance required) Dr, Kent made no ſeruple to put 
his patroneſs in the place of the Archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury, and the Lord Chancellor, and relied up- 


on her honor for perpetual ſecurity in his prefer- 


ments. Upon that in her gift, he had with a grate- 


ful pleaſure, expended a ſum nearly equal to the 


F purchaſe of a ſingle preſentation to ſuch a benefice. 
And he had done this, not merely with a view to 


his own convenience, but that he might provide a 
comfortable reſidence for ſome future friend of the 
family after his death. The late Mrs. Prowſe ge- 
nerouſly conſidered what he had done in that light, 
and faid that Dr. Kent had been a benefaQor to 


his Parſonage. When therefore his Patroneſs was 
going to be married, he had an equal claim upon 
her honour and juſtice to a legal ſecurity in his ſitu- 


ation. It was a poſſible caſe beſides, that Mrs. 
Rogers and her huſband might have children and 


leave them minors, and then Dr. Kent without a 


ſecurity might be left in his old age, at the mercy 
of guardians, who might be ſtrangers to him, which 
was a ſituation he preſumed, Mrs. Rogers did not 
wiſh to leave him in. He needed no other argu- 
ment. She immediately granted him the bond 
with the beſt grace in the world, and with the re- 
markable words Dr. Kent has before quoted ; Mr. 


Rogers at Dr, Kent's deſire being witneſs to it. 
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This bond, Mr. Rogers in his beſt humour has 
ſince frequently mentioned to Dr. Kent, and told 


him, that if he had pleaſed, he could have ſtopped 
it. Dr. Kent never made the leaſt reply to him 
upon ſuch occaſions: He was ſhocked to the laſt 
degree at the indelicacy of ſuch a conception, and 
equally aſtoniſhed at his imprudence in uttering it 
after be had conceived it. What! when a lady of 
Miſs Prowſe's character and conſequence was go- 

ing to put herſelf, and her whole fortune in Mr. 
Rogers's power, in the unreſerved manner ſhe did, 


would it have beceans him to have reſtrained her 


in an act of kindneſs to her friend? much leſs 


in an aft of honour and juſtice? Let Mr. Rogers 


no longer take any credit to himſelf from this for- 


| bearance. The very thought of ſuch an interpoſal 
is repugnant not only to every idea of propriety 


and honour, but even of common decency. But 
it marks the man, as much as another ungracious . 
ſpeech of his, which Dr. Kent will not eaſily for- 
get. In the illiberal ſquabble which he has had 


with Mr. Rogers about tithes, (illiberal below re- 
lation, for every thing that has been ſaid and done 
in this dirty buſineſs, cannot be recorded) Dr- 
Kent was once or twice reminded, that the ReQo- 
ry of Berkely had been improved by Mrs. Rogers, 


viz. by her converting ſome paſture into. arable 
land. Dr. Kent replied, that doubtleſs by the 
n Mrs. Rogers had made upon her 

farms, 


D 19 ] 


farms, his tithes had received a proportionable 


improvement. But he hoped he might with mo- 


deſty ſay, that the improvements upon the parſon- 
age premiſes had kept at leaſt an equal pace with 
the advantages he had received. Mr. Rogers re- 
Joined, yes; you have conſolidated the income 
of Berkely and Saunderton together, and that 
« of other good ſucceſs you have met with in the 
ce world, to make a houſe and place that will here- 
| © after be a burden to your fucceſfors.” So dif- 
ferent a judgment and ſpirit actuates the preſent 
poſſeſſor, and the antient inhabitants of Berkely- 
houſe ! n 


Mr. Rogers having excluded Dr. Kent from his 


houſe in the manner before related, ſat ſilent for 


ſome time; and Mrs. Rogers with whom he had nev- 
er differed before, took up her pen, in order to in- 


duce Dr. Kent to make Mr. Rogers an apology for 
his addreſs of the gth of Nov. She was alſo pleaſed 
to bring to his remembrance in four or five letters, 


(which need not to be introduced here) ſome in- 


ſtances in which, Dr. Kent had unknowingly of- 
fended her, both before and fince her marriage. 
Dr. Kent anſwered her in the integrity of his heart 
and did not too obſtinately contend his old 
friend, to whom he was, and always will be ready 
to pay _ due deference and acknowledgment. 
5 | „„ With 


, 
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With reſpect to Mr. Rogers, however he told her 
that he conſidered himſelf as the injured perſon ; 
vet he ſaid, whenever Mr. Rogers, who forbade 
him his houſe in great paſſion, ſhould make the 
leaſt motion of civility again towards him, he would 
be ever ready to meet him half-way. 


In order to force Mr. Rogers to ſome ſuch civi- 
lity, Dr. Kent wrote him a letter. But before he 
introduces it, it muſt be remembered that Dr. 
| Kent and his predeceſſors had been always accuſ- 
tomed to robe themſelves at the manſion-houſe, 
where the ſurplice was always kept, and where they 
waited to attend the family to the celebration of 
divine ſervice. They, to the honour of their hu- 
mility and piety be it ſpoken, never made miniſ- 
ter or congregation wait for them, but were often 
among the firſt in the church, to ſet a good ex- 
ample to the reſt of the pariſh. But Dr. Kent, in 
his preſent circumſtances, - walked directly into the 

church on Sundays the 24th and 21ſt of November, 
. Inſtead of putting up his carriage as uſual at Mr. 
Rogers's, and made a pretence for ſending for the 

ſurplice into the church, that the diflerence in the 
manner might be the leſs taken notice of. On the 


next teſday, he wrote the following letter to 


force (as he ſaid) a little civility, if poſſible, with- 
out the leaſt intention of doing what he hinted at. 
Bath 


CRY 


BATH, Nov. 24, 1784. 
8 . 

1 3 ſcarce any man is ſo circumſtanced as 
my elf i in one reſpect, to have two Rectorial- 
houſes at ſuch a diſtance from his churches, and 
not to have an inch of glebe contiguous to either 
church, except the church- yard. Upon this ac- 


count, my predeceſſor built a ſmall ſtable in the 


church-yard at Saunderton, where he put his horſ- 
es during divine fervice, which is of great uſe to me 
when 1 I am there, and to oy curate i in me abſence. 


F ſurveyed 3 the church-ard at Berkely laſt 


| Sunday on a ſimilar account ; but can find no place 


for the erection of a ſtable, which will not be a 
great diſſight to the ſpot itſelf, and to the approach 
to your houle. I propofe thereſore, (if it be a- 
greeable) to exchange with you the liberty I have, 
for the liberty of erecting a ſmall ſtable upon your 
waſte ; the back of it to be placed againſt your 
pound, with the front towards the road, There it 
will be in an obſcurecorner, an equal convenience 
to me, andan eye-ſore to no man. 


As I propoſe to give ſome orders about this bu- 
ſineſs 1 next week, 1 hope to meet your anſwer to 
this 
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this propoſal, when 1 return to Berkely on Satur- 
day next, I am, &c. 


When Dr. 3 came to Berkely on the 27th 


to attend his duty the next day, he found the fol- 


lowing note waiting for him. 


Mr. Rogers preſents his compliments to Dr. 
Kent, and in anſwer to his letter of the 24th, 
thinks both his houſe and the church are already 


too much incumbered with buildings that are no 


ornament to either. For which reaſon he has be- 
gun to make ſome improvement, by planting a- 
gainſt them. But to erect a ſtable over the aſnes 
of the dead, would have a ſtill worſe, and more 
unſcemly appearance, eſpecially when there can be 


no neceſſity for it in point of uſe, or convenience, 


as Mr. Rogers's ſtable will be open as uſual to Dr. ; 


Kent's horſes in time of divine ſervice. Mr. Rog- 
ers's reſentments are not of ſo mean and pitiful a 


kind, as to deſcend to ſuch triſling circumſtances. 


Nor would he be thought to entertain any malice, 
or exerciſe any revenge, unbecoming the charac- 


ter of a chriſtian and a clergyman ; tho' in that of a 


gentleman, he muſt decline the company of one, 
who beſides offering him an inſult and indignity, 


gives him other . cauſe of juſt complaint. But, 


however unmerited, he hopes to receive it with 
e no 


7 
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no leſs chriſtian forbearance, than manly diſdain. 


At the ſame time he is ſorry to have been ſo un- 
fo:iunate in his addreſs, as not to ſucceed to his 
wiſh in preventing Dr. Kent from obliging Mrs. 


Rogers to the painful neceſſity of ſo warm and ex- 


plicit a declaration of her ſentiments. But they may 
ſerve to convince him, that her cauſe is ſo much 
involved with Mr. Rogers's, as to make any at- 
tacks on him fall alike on both. How far the reſ- 
pe due to her connections, the rights of a friend, 
and merits of a benefaQreſs ſhould entitle her at 
leaſt to other returns, it remains with Dr. Kent to 
acknowledge, and of courſe to conſider, on whom 
it lies to remove the obſtacles to their future inter- 
courſe, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers would both be glad 


to have as much reaſon, as they have deſire to re- 


1 new it, which however cannot be expected of them, 
but on terms of juſtice to themſelves. And tho 


they are ſorry, on many accounts, for its interrup- 


1 tion, yet are ſo far happy as not be conſcious of 


the cauſe proceeding from themſelves, and not an- 
ſwerable for the ill 2 and the diſagreeable 
conſequences of it. 


How blind are we all apt to be to our own fail- 
ings! According to the foregoing relation, the cir- 


cumſtances of which Dr. Kent defies Mr. Rogers 


to contradidt. who was moſt anſwerable for the ill 
„ 
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example and diſagreeable conſequences of a diviſi- 


on, Mr. Rogers or Dr. Kent? or who had re- 


ceived the greater inſult and indignity ? Poſſibly- 


many perſons may diſcover no inſult at all in the 
addrels of che gth of Nov. The inſult and indig- 
nity done to Dr. Kent are manifeſt. With what 
decency could a chriſtian and a clergyman inſinuate 
that Dr. Kent was unworthy of his company as a 
gentleman ? What had Dr. Kent done to forfeit 
that character ? or how could Mr. Rogers, with a 
grain of modeſty, claim an excluſive title to it? 


He was in his altitudes. He was backed by Mrs. 


Rogers. Her cauſe and his were involved togeth- 
er; and he was to be imitled to all, and more than 

all the reſpect due to her, and her connections. 
Before the reader has done with this narrative, 
de will have reaſon to remember in what manner, 
Mr. Rogers has ſupported the characters of a gen- 
tleman, a chriſtian, and a clergyman, and he is 

here deſired to note his early claim to them. 


Dr. Kent's anſwer to the foregoing note, was in 
the following terme. 


Dr. Kent, 2s a clergyman and a chriſtian, re- 
turns Mr. Rogers's compliments; and if to theſe 
words, © Mr, Rogers's ſtable will be open as uſual 

to 
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to Dr. Kent's horſes in time of divine ſervice,” Mr. 
Rogers will add, „and his houſe for putting on 
his ſurplice,” Dr. Kent will cloſe with that open- 


ing; which he thinks will prevent much public 


ſcandal, and may lead to that further intercourſe | 


- which is equally defired by him as well as Mr. and 
Mrs. Rogers upon proper Terms. But Dr. Kent 
can never think of ſetting up his horſes in the ſta- 
| bles belonging to a houſe, where he may not freely 
| exerciſe the privilege of robing himſelf for. thoſe 
| divine offices, which that houſe among others, is to 
| attend, Dr. Kent requeſts an anſwer to this to- 


| night. 


Sat, Even. 27th. Noy. 


Mr. Roger's compliments to Dr. Kent. The 


accommodationi of his houſe for the purpoſe he 
1 ; mentions is not denied him, nor intended to be ſo 


by Mrs. Rogers. They cannot however under- 


| ſtand or accept it it as a viſit, till more conciliatory 
1 meaſures are adopted by Dr. Kent, and therefore 
1 will order a fire and attendance, for him in the 


ſtudy, that he . have every neceſſary conveni- 
ence. 


3 { The next morning Dr. Kent was received very 
1 1 by the ſervants, and uſher'd into the 
Rudy to a good fire. Mr. Rogers was gone to at- 
F tend 
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tend his duty at Roddon.—When Dr. Kent t had 
robed himſelf, he waited a little in the hall for Mrs. 

Rogers, who, he foon found, did not intend to 

appear. He went therefore into the church, whi- 


ther ſhe quickly followed him. When ſervice was 
ended ſhe preceded, and he followed. She went 
into the parlour, he into the ſtudy, where he 


waited till his W was ready. 


In the afternoon Dr. Kent had his cue. He 
was received with the fame ceremony as in the 


morning ; but he did not trouble himſelf to aſk for - 


Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, who kept out of ſight, till 
he was paſſed towards the church, whither they 


ſoon followed. Dr. Kent return'd as in the morn- 
ing, and the next day, ſick of this farce, and with 


feelings of which he is himſelf the beſt Judge, he 
addreſs d the following letter to Mr. Rogers. 


SIR, 29th Nov. 1784. 


T is not my cuſtom to talk of chriſtianity with- 
out endeavouring to att like a chriſtian. I ſaid 
that as ſoon as you would make the leaſt motion of 
civility towards me, I ſhould be ever ready to meet 
you half-way. I conſider as ſuch the reception I 
met with at your houſe yeſterday; and am now 


led to reflect upon an expreſſion 1 in your laſt note, 


which 


b 


to 


L 1 

which fays, that Mrs. Rogers's and your cauſe 

are involved together,” I remember an expreſſi- 
on of the ſame ſort in one of her letters, which, I 
own, did not ſtrike me as it does at preſent, be- 
cauſe having been ſeparately charged, I endea- 
vour'd ſeparately to exculpate myſelf. But I have 
never combated the general doftrine—Whoever 
affronts my wife, certainly affronts me; and J will 
wvenge her cauſe, as far as a chriſtian I may, to 
the utmoſt, But my offences againſt Mrs. Ro- 
gers, it ſeems, have been accumulating before her 
marriage. And therefore for all ſuch as I have 
already made her all ſubmiſſion, I * ol "NE 
e forgiveneſs. | 


For thoſe offences committed againſt her ſince 
her marriage I aſk your joint forgiveneſs. 


My offences againſt you, Sir, are of a recent 
date, Whatever they may be, I truſt I, ſhall as 
readily experience your forgiveneſs of them, as 1 
have long ſince extended mine to you for thoſe 
things in which you have offended me. My anger 
is ſudden, but I thank God never laſting; it is ſharp, 
but never ſettles into rancour or MALEYOIENCE.. | 


With theſe ORE and i I hope 
| to meet Mrs, Rogers at the altar next Sunday with 
| her 
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her uſual ſerenity of mind and countenance; and 
you Sir, in the afternoon, as one who continually 
revolves in his mind the great ſacrifice of peace 


commemorated in the Euchariſt, which i is to co- 


ver the offences of the whole world. 
2 am, Sir, &c. 


This letter procured his peace for a long interval. 


Mr. Rogers, in a ſhort note, in his own name, and, 


that of Mrs. Rogers. aſſured Dr. Kent, that * it 


© would give them real pleaſure to renew their 
* accuſtomed intercourſe and friendſhip with 


40 him.“ 


Still Ls the original tithe-buſineſs remained | 
_ unſettled. It had been ſwallowed up and loſt in 
the diſcuſſion of points of greater importance to Dr. 


Kent. Mr. Rogers had been ſhelter'd behind his 
moſt reſpeQable friend and patroneſs; and tho' 
Dr. Kent hopes it will.be allowed him, that be had 


honourably extricated himſelf from a contention. 


with her, yet he had felt more pain and uneaſineſs 
from the conteſt, than he had ever experienced upon 
any ſimilar occaſion. But now Mr. Rogers ſtood 


by himſelf, Dr. Kent was reſolved to ſhew him to 
| himſelf, and with as much ſoftneſs and addreſs as 


the caſe would admit of, but with a manly firmneſs 


and reſolution, to probe to the bottom the wound 


which 


t 


f 
1 
T 


hd © 


IE 
which had been made in his peace by Mr. Rogers's 
extraordinary expoſtulation with him, and the fai- 
lure in his promiſe on the 7th of November. 


Dr. Kent, in his affidavit, has called this expoſ- 
tulation a preſumtion in Mr. Rogers, and he is 
| nat yet convinced that he has miſnamed it. Surely 

ſome reſpett was due to the long eſtabliſhed 
friendſhip between Mrs. Roger's family and Dr. 
Kent; a friendſhip with which he had been ho- 
nour'd for nearly ſeven-and-twenty years without 
interruption. From a young man, and a clergy- 
man, ſomething was due to Dr. Kent's ſuperior 
age, degree, and ſtation in the church, to his 
eſtabliſhed charaQter, to, which he may modeſtly 
| appeal as being as free from blemiſh as that of any 
of his reſpectable neighbours and co-temporaries. 
But Mr. Rogers having mounted into. the ſeat and 
fortune of a much honour'd family, overlook'd all 
theſe conſiderations ; and notwithſtanding the high 
offence he had taken at being innocently called ſo, 
he was, and he felt himſelf become a man of con- 
| ſequence ; and not only ſo, he was, in imagination, 
heir apparent to all the deference and reſpe& that 
family had been accuſtomed to receive, without an 
1mitation of thoſe manners, which always ſecure 

reſpect, and upon which it muſt be ever founded. 
Mr. Rogers did indeed, in the courſe of converſa- 
tion, 
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tion, frequently make uſe of Mrs. Rogers's name, 
and ſaid ſomething which Dr. Kent did not under- 
ſtand, as if he had been ſent to mediate between 
her and him. This Dr. Kent conſider'd only as 
an additional impropriety, and an undue uſe of 
Mrs. Rogers's name and influence. For as he 
was at that time unconſcious of offence, there was 
no room for mediation, But whether Mr. Rogers's 
office was ambaſſadorial, mediatorial, perſonal, or 
a mixture of all three, it was equally il|-conceived 
and ill-conduQted. It began, to fay the beſt of it, 

in a want of knowledge of the world, and of him- 
felf, and it ended in a breach of 2 


Chriſtmas being paſt Dr. Kent found it expedi- 
ent, and neceſſary, to write again to Mr. Rogers 
about tithes. He choſe this method rather than 
converſation, to be more explicit and guarded in 
his terms, and to give Mr. Rogers alſo an oppor- 
tunity to weigh well his anſwers. And doubtleſs 
if he had confined himſelf to his pen, the buſineſs 
could not have been otherwiſe than amicably ſett- 
led. With this view Dr. Kent wrote the following 
letter. — 


SIR, Bath, 10th Jan. 1785. 
, I Shall beg leave to depend upon you, as I uſed 


to do upon Mrs, Rogers, for the particulars of 
your ſeveral farms, With 


th 


Y 


With reſpedt to your own farm I no longer in- 


tend to be my own carver. It is of no moment 


to me, comparatively ſpeaking, whether I gain 
much, or little, or nothing at all by a ſurvey. But 


as I preſume both you and Mrs. Rogers are equal- 


ly deſirous to give me a fair and juſt price for my 
tithes, I think it a matter of juſtice and duty, I 


| owe. to myſelf, and my ſucceſſors, and I may ſay 
to you, to have the value of them aſcertain'd by 
men of ſuch judgment and integrity as ſhall ſtamp 


a value upon their eſtimate. I propoſe therefore 


(if agreeable) that you take any man you ſhall 
approve, on your part, and I will take Mr. Clar- 


idge on mine, who is particularly qualified for the 
buſineſs, having long ſince valued all the tithe- 
eſtates belonging to the church of Rocheſter, to 


the mutual ſatisfaction of the chapter and their 


tenants. Their eſtimates ſhall be compared toge- 
ther, and if there be any difference we will take 


the avarage-price between them. 


As I wiſh to find pleaſanter ſubjefts of conver- 
ſation than tithes and dues, I have choſen to ex- 
| preſs my mind to you on this ſubje& in writing; 


and when you have turn'd it-over in your thoughts 
as much as you think proper, you will be ſo good 
as to take the ſame mathod with, 
| Sir, your very fincere, &c. 
EE Mr. 


5 #0 


L 82 | 
Mr. Rogers, in a letter without a date, made a 
quick and obliging reply to Dr. Kent, by com- 


municating to him the particulars, of which four 


of his chief farms conſiſted, which he received on 


the 15th of January. 


With regard to the lands I propoſe to occupy - 
„ myſelf (ſaid Mr. Rogers) I muſt decline em- 
« ploying any ſurveyor on my part, being deter- 
© mined from the firſt to abide by your own terms, 
© and had no intention of putting you to any trou- 
* ble or difficulty on that account. Nor did I 
e take exception at the propoſal itſelf, but at the 


* manner and partiality of it. If you intended ei- 


ther your immediate advantage, or the future 
improvement of the living, why not adopt the 


ſame mode with other owners and occupiers of 


« Jands in the pariſh, as with me? From my inte- 
« reſt in it I muſt be the laſt perſon to refuſe 
* to contribute in any reaſonable way towards 


the improvement of the patronage; but I 


« am not the only one- that ought in juſtice to do 
* ſo, by paying much out of proportion to others, 
* which I certainly muſt do, unleſs you extend 


your plan equally and generally * the 


17 &c. 


The 


E 8 Þ 
The ſame evening (viz. the 1 5th of Jan.) Dr. 


Kent addreſſed to Mr. * the ſhort 
acknowledgment, 


8 I R, 
I Thank you for your very ready communication 


1 of the particulars of your ſeveral farms, I 


thought it would have taken up more of your time, 
which made me ſo early in my application. 


In other reſpects your anſwer to my letter re- 


_ quires deliberation. In the courſe of a month, or 
thereabout, I hope to be able to ok. more fully 


and explicitly, &c, 


The reader will pleaſe to remember what Dr. 
Kent has already aſſerted, that the tithe-buſineſs 
had been ſwallowed up and loſt in the diſcuſſion of 
points of greater importance. If Mr. Rogers had 


accepted the terms mentioned on the gth of Nov. 
with any grace, or no grace at all, the diſpute had 


been ended almoſt as ſoon as it began. But now 
firſt, upon the propoſal of a ſurvey, © he was de- 


„ dermined to abide by Dr. Kent's terms.” A 


poor ſhift to avoid it! The truth is, Mr. Rogers 

began to ſee the ſituation he was in, but had not 

addreſs enough to make a virtue of neceſlity, and 

gain honour to himſelf, at leaſt the appearance of 
| C 5 
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it, by concurring in an att of juſtice. Dr. Kent 
however gave him a fair opportunity to gain it; 
and even to the laſt contrived a method to fave his 
credit, if his paſſion had not overſet him and it. 


As ſoon as Dr. Kent had arranged ſome other 


buſineſs of conſequence, in which he was then en- 
gaged, and was properly prepared, on wrote again 


to Mr. Rogers. 


SIR, Bath, Feb. 28, 1765. 
1 Have waited to hear from my ſurveyor, other- 


wiſe I ſhould have anſwer'd your letter of the 


15th of January ſooner, As far as I am now com- 
petent to do it, I muſt, without any ſullen, or un- 
pleaſant reference to what has paſt, juſt remind 
you, that when I delivered you my tithe-paper ſoon 
after Michaelmas laſt, you deſigned (as I appre- 
hended) to ſatisfy me in what I aſked of you. 


When I wrote to you on the gth of November, I 


deſigned to charge you ſo and ſo. You firſt, and 
I ſecondly, have fallen off from our feveral de- 
figns. Both muſt be conſider'd as tho' they had 
never been. I have determined upon a ſurvey at 
any coſt, more for the ſatisfaQtion that will ariſe 


from being upon a ſolid, juſt, and permanent 


ground, than from any other motive. And I will 
| 1 ; TR not 
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not only have your farm ſurveyed, but, if you 


pleaſe, every acre of ground you poſſeſs in the 
pariſh, which will ſufficiently aſcertain the value 


of your patronage. But as I conſider myſelf as 


having a free and independent eſtate in the tithes, 
I ſhall take the liberty of offering one bargain to 
this perſon, a different one to that, and a till dif- 


ferent one (if I pleaſe) to a third, provided I of- 


fer good bargains to all, that is, ſuch as it will be 
their intereſt to accept. If in this diſtribution of 
things you ſhall ſet an example of a juſt payment 


to the pariſh, you will do, what were I in your 


ſituation, I ſhould take a pride in doing. IfI, or 


any future rector, do not make the full value of 


the preferment, it will be mine, or his fault. 
Here will be a ſtandard to reſort to; and it muſt 


reſt with ourſelves if we do not make the proppe 
advantage of 


But as I am to be ſole ſurveyor, I have in deli- 
cacy diſcharged Mr. Claridge from the office, and 
retained in his place Mr. Black, one of the firſt 
men in England in his line. He lives near Har- 


low. in Eſſex, but being very generally employed 
| Is ſeldom long in one place; and as he always 
Paſſes through Frome twice in the year upon the 
Duke of Chandos's buſineſs, to whom, among 
others, he is ſteward, I have engaged him to ſu- 
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perintend the value of my tithes and glebe at 
Berkely, and have waited 2 little to acquaint you 
when he will be there, hut he has not yet fixed the 
exact time. The accidental circumſtance of his 
being employed in the County, will make his 


coming leſs expenſive to me than that of Mr. Cla- 


ridge, who muſt have taken a Journey from Lon- 


don on purpoſe. To this gentleman, as my agent, 
I defire to refer you for the value of your tithes. 


He will be beit able to explain to you the princi- 
ples upon which he proceeds; and by his interpo- 
ſal in my ſtead, every ſhadow of future diſpute 
upon this ſubject will be avoided, &c. &c. 


When Dr. Kent got to Berkely che Saturday 
following, viz. the 26th of F ebruary, he went as 
uſual to pay his compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Ro- 
gers. He had not been long in the houſe, beſore 
a violent ſtorm aroſe againſt him on account of his 
laſt letter. It continued long, and he will not 
attempt to deſcribe it. But the bond, the infa- 
mous bond as it was then termed, was mentioned 
with freſh indignation; Dr. Kent was called a baſe 
man, and treated with other opprobrious language | 


unfit for him to hear, and more unfit to be uttered 


in a gentleman's houſe. Mrs. Rogers herſelf loſt 
her uſual ſoftneſs, She was angry that her hul- 
: | — band's 


2 


— 
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band's property ſhould be marked out for a ſur- 


vey, and that the reſt of the pariſh ſhould eſcape it. 


True. Mr. Rogers was marked out, but he 
had marked out himſelf; and (as it was ſuggeſted 


before) if he had had addreſs enough, he might 


have made it a mark of honour inſtead of diſgrace. 
But after all the indignities he had undergone, 


there was nothing Dr. Kent could refuſe to Mrs. 


Rogers's wiſhes. He told her the next day, that 
he was not fo obſtinately bent upon a lurvey, as 
to purſue it againſt her inclination. He was al- 


ways prepared to make large ſacrifices to her, and 
defired nothing ſo much as to live in peace and 
friendſhip with her as he had always done. 


In the evening Mr. Rogers came to Dr. Kent's 


- houſe, and ſeem'd much pleaſed with his intention 


to drop the ſurvey. He added as a ſweetener, in 
his way, that farmer Singer would pay the differ- 


ence in his tithes (a circumſtance Dr. Kent little 


regarded) and after a little common chat they 


pared in apparent good humour! with each other. 


When Dr. Kent however came to reſlett upon 


Mr. Rogers's propoſal, though he knew very well 


that Farmer Singer could afford to pay the diffe- 
rence, yet he diſdained to receive it from him, 
8 when 
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when he thought Mr. Rogers ought to pay it him- : 


ſelf. But he carefully avoided letting Mr. Rogers 
know this in any offenfive manner. By the fol- 
lowing note he prepared him for ſome alteration, 
and by the following letter he declined e 
the difference at all. 


Bath, gd. March 1785: 
D* Kent preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Rogers. As Mr. Rogers has inform'd him 
that Farmer Singer will make good the deficiency 


Dr. Kent apprehended in his tithes, he is ready to 
return to the modeſty of his firſt propoſal ; which, 


if it had been adhered to, as it was accepted, or if 
Farmer Singer had been conſulted before the 7th 

of November, would eaſily, and amicably have 
accommodated the whole buſineſs. It is not how- 


ever a fit buſineſs for Farmer Singer's own regu- 


lation, nor can Dr. Kent ſubmit to it. He will 
make it the ſubject of a free converſation with Mr, 


Rogers, and intends to wait on him on Saturday 


next after dinner for that purpoſe. 


Dr. Low begs leave to remind Mr. Rogers that 
before his letter of the 15th of January, he had not 
the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that Mr. Rogers acqui- 
eſced in his intended charge of gs. 6d. and 28. 6d. 


on the contrary Mrs, Rogers by her letters, written 
| | | in 


TT ax 


in November, to which he appeals, made him ap- 
prehend that he had been guilty of a great offence 
by the propoſal, which induced him to ſay, he no 
longer intended to be his own carver, and to pro- 
poſe a ſurvey. And as Mr. Rogers in the ſaid 
letter of the 15th of January, ſaid nothing againſt | 
the employment of a ſurveyor, but only * that he 
* muſt decline employing any one on his part,” 
Dr. Kent wrote to employ Mr. Black, &c. &c. 


The letter, as it follows, Dr. Kent ſent up to 
Mr. Rogers's houſe as ſoon as he came from Bath. 


SIR, Berkely, March g, 1785. 
I Am come hither to-day to make the ſame ſa- 
crifice to gratitude and peace, that I have ever 
made fince I have been rector here; both of which 
would, to this moment, have remain'd unviolated, 
if the modeſt propoſal I made to you, had met 
with the reception which I muſt have leave to 
think it well deſerved. - But it was never known 
that the buyer ſhould dictate to the vender the 
worth of his commodity. Farmer Singer, when he 
carries his grain or cheeſe to the market, ſets the 
price himſelf; and ſo, with or without a ſurvey, 
will I ſet the price of my tithes ; which ſhall be the 
ſame to you, (i you will accept it to him, to the 
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[ 40 J 
new Farmer Jenkins, &c. &e. it has ever been; 
_ viz. 3s. 3d. for every arable acre, 28. for every 

acre of paſture. 


When I come to wait upon you an hour or two 
henke, it will be merely to make you a Viſit, and | 


to alk a few queſtions. | 
1 am, Ne. . 


Mr. Rogers received Dr. Kent with a ſurly kind 
of civility, and aſked, foon after he was fſcated, 
whether by the ſacrifice to gratitude and peace, he 
meant, that he ſhould give up any thing he had a 
title to? Dr. Kent replied, undoubtedly he did. 
Mr. Rogers then ſaid, he would not be obliged to 

bim, he would flick to his own terms. Dr. Kent 
did not expect ſuch a return to his late complaiſance; 
but, that the ſhadow of blame might not reſt upon 
him, as far as he could help it, ſaid, if Mr. Rogers 
meant to pin him down to the terms he had men- 
tioned, they ſhould be his terms, if he pleaſed, for 
that year; yet they had been thrown out at ran- 
dom, and not given him as the juſt value of his 
tithes, but merely to make Dr. Kent a compenſa- 
tion for the loſs he had apprehended. Mr. Rogers 
then had recourſe: to abuſe ; called Dr. Kent a 
Proteus, whoſe ſhape and manners he could not 
comprehend; and contended that he knew the 


terms Dr. Kent has mentioned, included the full 
value 


ET 
value of his tithes. and that he vould abide by 


them, and be under r no obligation to him. 


In the Arete converſations Dr. Kent had had 
with Mr. Rogers, he had found him not at all a 
man of buſineſs. His preſent miſtake was, that 
he conſidered Dr. Kent's terms, as he called them, 
as binding as tho' he had been in poſſeſſion of a leale 
in form for one-and-twenty years. When there-_ 
fore Dr. Kent replied that Mr. Rogers muſt look 
to have new terms propoſed to'him at Michaelmas 
next, he ſcemed perfectly ſurprized. Dr. Kent 
was at ſome pains to convince him, that he had a 
power to alter the rate of them, which he ſaid 
he certainly would do, and that it ſhould ftill 
be made by Mr. Black, a perſon whoſe judgment 
he could rely upon for their true value, of which 
| he e himſelf . 


Mr. Rogers now perceived he had overſhot him- 
ſelf, and all the horrors of a ſurvey began to re- 
turn upon him in full force. But he had gone too 
far to retreat; he would not be obliged, and his 
ſtomach was too high to retract any thing. But he 
then again expreſs'd a deſire that Dr. Kent would 
not ſurvey his farm alone; others, he ſaid, de- 
ſerv'd to be ſurveyed as well as his, and could af- 
ford tO pay as mad Dr. Kent, to amuſe him, 

_ replied 
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repled that he would ſummon the farmers together, 


and he ſhould know the reſult. Mr. Rogers, tho” 


he had now a fecond time urged him to the mea- 
ſure, rejoined, that the buſineſs was ill- timed; ob- 


ſcurely intimating, as Dr, Kent then and after- 


wards thought, that he had better drop the whole 


together, in which Mr. Rogers would be included, | 


Or,: on the contrary, if Dr. Kent proceeded to 
ſurvey the whole pariſh, he would embroil himſelf 


with the whole, and Mr. Rogers would be only 


one, and not diſtinguiſhed in the general buſlle. 


When Dr. Kent went to Bath on the Monday, 
he left an order with his ſervant to ſummon Mr. 
Rogers's four principal farmers to meet him on the 
Thurſday following. Three of them attended him, 
Farmers T. Singer, Paine, and Broadway, the 
fourth was abſent. But Dr. Kent had nothing leſs 


in his thoughts than a ſurvey. He had made up 


his mind about tithes many years ago. The utmoſt 
he propoſed to himſelf by this ſummons was a little 


_ eaſe; to throw the collection of his tithes upon 


theſe men, who he knew could well afford to take 


the trouble of it, inſtead of collecting them himſelf 
from more than forty different perſons. When 
therefore inſtead ofa ſurvey Dr, Kent propoſed to 


let to theſe men all the tithes of his pariſh (Mr. 


Rogers's excepted) at the rate they then ſtood at, 


two 


TT WI 2 
= two of them, Farmers T. Singer and Paine readily 
and joyfully accepted the offer. Dr. Kent then 


| ſhewed them his tithe-book, that they might ſee 


what they had to anſwer for; and they, on their 
parts, accepted the terms, Two ſeparate days of 
payment were ſixed on, and the whole concluded 
as far as a verbal agreement could go. By Satur- 
day night, after the receipt of a few particulars to 
be furniſhed by Farmer Paine, Dr. Kent hoped to 
have proceeded to ſigning and ſealing. 


x; = ſoften Mr. Rogers, and reconcile him as 
much as poſſible to the meaſure, Dr. Kent made 
him an ineffeQual viſit the next morning, as he was 


engaged, and in the l wrote him the fol- 


lowing letter. 


Berkely, Friday Evening, 


: 814. Iiith March, 1785. 
. F I had had an opportunity, I intended to have 


acquainted you this morning that I have agreed 
with Farmers Thomas Singer, and James Pain, for 
all the tithes of the pariſh at the rate they have 
always ſtood ; except the tythes of the lands occu- 


pied, or in future to be occupied by you. Whene- 
ver you are diſpoſed to farm any more than you do, 
I am to make them a proportionable abatement 
that you may be accountable to me alone. 


| Your 
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Your tithes I offer'd to put upon the ſame foot- 
ing on Saturday laſt, but you ſaid you would not 
be obliged to me ; nor is it fit that a man of your 
fortune ſhould, where money is concern'd. Nor 


is it fit that a trifling ſum ſhould be put in the ba- 


lance againſt mutual civilities, and the good offi- 
ces due from one neighbour to another. Your 


tithes therefore for this year vill ſtand at the ran- 
dom price of 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. the acre. From 
Michaelmas next they may-be higher or lower as 
Mr. Black ſhall rate them. For having engaged 


him, I muſt give him at leaſt Five Guineas whe- 


ther he comes hither or not; and I cannot be 
ſo abſurd as to throw away my money, without 
gaining the information I want, which will be more 
palatable to me than the profit that may acciden- 


tally ariſe from it. 


I cannot but lament that you ſhould have im- 
parted to Mrs. Rogers what I communicated to 
you, as I thought, with great delicacy, and that 


you ſhould not have accommodated the loſs I ap- 


prehended in my tithes, between yourſelf and te- 
nants according to your promiſe. From this fai- 


lure have flowed all the bitter conſequences I have 


experienced ſince the 7th of November laſt. But 
I preſume you had ſome particular feelings that 
influenced you, as I have had mine. So we muſt 
, | mutually 


L 


mutdully forgive and forget if we mean to live to- 


gether as gentlemen and clergymen. 
: I am, &c. 


But tho' Dr. Kent who had every thing to for- 
give, and little to be forgiven, wrote in this man- 
ner, Mr. Rogers was neither to be ſoftened, nor 
appeaſed. The uſe he made of this information 
was abſolutely to inhibit Farmer Paine, who is his 
bailiff as well as tenant, to perform his agreement 
under pain of his diſpleaſure. Farmer T. Singer 
he did not inhibit, but by talking to him diſinclined 


him to a meaſure he did not approve. Dr. Kent 
conſidered properly the fituation theſe men were 


in, and as they both behaved remarkably well up- 
on the occaſion, he releaſed them from their en- 
gagement. 


In the ſame ſpirit, and almoſt at the ſame in- 
ſtant of time Mr. Rogers contrived privately to in- 


ſult Dr. Kent, by his contemptuous treatment of 


a note ſent by his ſervant, and delivered into his 
own hand. Theſe accumulated inſtances of ill 
neighbourhood, and ill manners, were not to be 


born without a proper reſentmerit. In order there- 
fore to authenticate the origin of the diſpute, to 


bring home conviction to Mr. Rogers of the falſe 


| confidence he pace in the ſuperiority of his 
ſtation, 
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(83 
Ration, to interfere with impunity in Dr. Kent's 
concerns with other men, and to induce him to an 
alteration in his conduct, Dr, Kent the next time 
he went to Bath, made the affidavit which begins 
this narrative. The next day he ſent Mr. Rogers 


- a copy of it together with the following addreſs. 


Dr. Kent ſends his compliments to Mr. Rogers, 
and begs his cloſe and calm attention to the above 
copy of an affidavit made yeſterday before the 
mayor of Bath. It was made with no hoſtile in- 
tention, but as a guard and ſupport to Dr, Kent's 
character, ſhould ſuch a ſupport be ever wanted. 
He is not conſcious of having deſerved the oppro- 


brious terms with which he has been loaded, which 


have all originated in the converſation of the 2th 
of November paſt. How is it that Dr. Kent's 


conduct could be ſo miſinterpreted, whoſe lively 


ſtrains of reſpect and gratitude towards Mrs. Ro- 
gers and her family, have ever flow'd at all proper 
opportunities both from his tongue and pen ? What 
offence did be ever give Mr. Rogers, of whom he 
always ſpoke and thought reſpectfully till that ſame 
inauſpicious 7th of November? Tis all a riddle 


which Dr. Kent cannot ſolve. 


As Mr. Rogers never gave the leaſt intimation 
of his accepting the terms Dr. Kent had at random 
| thrown 


U 47 J 


thrown out as a compenſation for the loſs he was 


like to incur, till Dr. K ent propoſed. a ſurvey of D 
his farm in January. Dr. Kent is free to acknow- 


ledge, that before that time he had determined 
upon ſuch a ſurvey at any coſt. He had determin- 


ed upon it, as the beſt means of giving Mr. Rogers 


a tacit reproof for a failure in his word and honour, 
and as a teſt of his good ſenſe, if he received it 
with a proper grace, as Dr. Kent ſuppoſed he 
would, when he conſider' d the rotten foundation 
upon which he had begun an unnatural quarrel, 


Dr. Kent is ſorry therefore that Mr. Rogers re- 
fuſed an amicable concurrence in it, becauſe he 


truſts it will prove a triumphant vindication of the 
modeſty of his requeſt; and he believes Mr. Ro- 


gers has unadviſedly ſhrunk from it on that account. 
But it will be a triumph of a very innocent nature, 


which need be known only to the parties concern'd. 


For Dr. Kent muſt beg leave to profeſs, that no 


one is leſs inclin'd to take undue advantage of the 
failings of his neighbours, or a greater lover of 
peace than himſelf, 8 


| Theſe things being well conſider d and digeſted, 
Dr. Kent hopes that he may once more meet Mr. 
| Rogers on Sunday next, with a more open and 


unclouded countenance than he has lately born 


towards him, Dr, Kent can look every man 
boldly 
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boldly and ſteadily in the face, and ſay, he bas not 


injured him, nor thought to injure him. And if 
Mr. Rogers will take a friendly walk with him on 


Monday next after morning prayer, perhaps they 
may come to a better underſtanding of each other 
than they ever had before. | 


Mr. Rogers may depend upon it, that Dr. Kent 
will guard the original affadavit with the moſt 


anxious care. It was drawn by himſelf, and made 
in the moſt private manner, the mayor and he 


alone being preſent. No copy of it can be had but 
from Dr. Kent, nor has my copy of it In iſſued, 
except the e 


Dr. Kent many years ago appealed to the pub- 


lic, that he had lived, from his youth upwards, 


with all the comforts and advantages ariſing from a 
good character. No one at that time ſtood forth 
to contradict him. He hopes to be able, ſhould 
an occaſion offer, to make the ſame appeal with-. 
out contradiction, to his life $ end. 


On Monday (21ſt of March) Dr. Kent had a 
conference with Mr. Rogers after morning ſervice 
at his own houſe. Before he began Dr. Kent de- 
livered into his hands a note, of which the follow- 
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Dr. Kent, ever deſirous of peace, and of paying 


all due reſpe&.to Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, whom he 


has ever lov'd with the affeQtion of a relation, is of 


opinion that the diſpute between Mr. Rogers and 


himſelf may be amicably and honourably terminated 
by theſe means, viz. Mr. Rogers to ſuffer the agree- 


ment between Dr. Kent on one part, and Farmers 


T. Singers and Paine on the other, to proceed to 


ſigning and ſealing; to give countenance to Mr. 
Black when he comes, and to permit Dr. Kent to 


make the following, or ſome fimilar entry in his 
tthe-babks the entry to be * by Mus Rogers. 


9 of March, FEY Mr. Rogers being ue 
modelled his own and ſome of the principal farms 
in the pariſh, and being ſenſible that the late pay- 
ments for tithes were not in a due proportion to 
their value, has authorized the Rector to make a 


ſurvey of the farm occupied by himſelf, in order 
to do equal juſtice to the Patronage and Rectory, 
and to ſet an example of juſt payment to all occu- 


piers of land throughout the pariſh, And the ten- 


ants are to be advertiſed, that a ſurvey of the 


whole pariſh is to be made under? a new Redtor, 


that he may enter upon his office free from all diſ- 


putes, or the occalion of any. 


Ay 


When 
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When Mr. Rogers had read the note, which he 


treated with much contempt, he began a converſa- 


tion, during which, Dr. Kent fat calmly to hear 


| himſelf loaded with every kind of abuſe. Mr. Ro- 


gers began with deſiring him to take his leave of 
that houſe for ever; for he ſhould never be re- 
ceived there again either as a friend or neighbour. 
He then proceeded in a very exalted voice, io ſay, 
he had not made Dr. Kent the promiſe he had 
ſworn to. © Tis a lie,” (ſaid he) © there's a ba” 


© lance far your affidavit.” Dr. Kent had ſome- 


times made a will for a poor weaver or two, his 
neighbours, he had compoſed differences among 


others, to one of which, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers | 
were witneſſes ; and once he drew a leaſe between 


Mrs. Rogers and himſelf with her conſent and ap- 


matter of reproach. You make wills, Sir, and 


* drawleaſes. If you had not been what you are, 
he infinuated, Dr. Kent did not de- 


(and w 
ſerve to be) „you might have made a tolerable 
e petty-fogger. I ſhall have nothing more to do 
** with you, Sir; you are a dangerous man, who 


have ſuch a knack at remembering conver- 


t ſations.“ 


Dr. Kent does not pretend to retail a conver- 


— 


probation. Theſe things Mr. Rogers turned into 


— 


ſation, which he believes laſted for more than a 


. „ quarter 
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E 1] 
| quarter of an 5 He only aſſerts, what 1 is 


| alſo ready to aſſert upon his oath, that he received 
the above language and reproaches without any 


reproachful return. In a modeſt defence of hims 


ſelf, he deſired Mr. Rogers to moderate his paſſion, 
above all things, not to drive matters to extremi- 


ty, but to conſider them with more calmneſs, and 


with reſpe to their conſequences, but all in vain. 


Dr. Kent was ſo remarkably cool and recolletted, 


that Mr. Rogers in the height of his paſhon, aſked 


him, whether he had any feelings? Dr. Kent re- 


plied, that he had ſuch feelings, as had deprived 
him of many nights reſt during the progreſs of this 
diſpute. Mr. Rogers ſeemed untouched with this 


anſwer, and to regard nothing that Dr. Kent faid 


in any other light than to put an ill conſtruQtion up- 
on it; and roſe more in ſcurrility, in proportion to 


Dr. Kent's meekneſs and forbearance. He told 


him, that © he deſerved to be kicked;“ and, that 
were it not out of reſpect to their mutual clerical 
charaQters, he would exerciſe that coarſe diſcipline 


upon him. After uttering all theſe indecencies, 


he choſe that particular inſtant of time to aſſert, 
that he was a Gentleman and a Chriſtian, and to 
inſinuate in the grolſeſt terms, that Dr. Kent was 
neither, but made up of pride and 9 «I 
*am a Gentleman and a Chriſtian.” The words 
Nil vibrate ſtrongly upon Dr. Kent's ears, who has 
n certainly 
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certainly a gooll knack at remembering and not- 
ing converſations too in which he was ſo much con- 
cerned, and where ſuch remarkable expreſſions 
were made uſe of. He muſt have been inattentive 
and ſtupid to an uncommon degree, if he had 


done otherwiſe. 


It is a juſt obſervation, that in many caſes, every 
man's paſſions and prepoſſeſſions are as ſo many 
glaſſes, through which he takes falſe views of ma- 
ny, if not all things around him, and either mag- 
nifies or diminiſhes them according as he is prepoſ- 
ſeſſed or inclined. An inſpired Apoſtle goes fur- 
ther, and aſſerts, that a man may judicially be un- 
der ſuch a ſtrong deluſion as to believe a lie; that 
is, *what in his happier moments (when the delu- 
ſion is paſt) he knows to be a lie. How far one or 
other of theſe obſervations is applicable to Mr. Ro- 
gers, the reader will beſt judge. But certainly if 
what precedes and follows, be a true ſtate of the 
diſpute, Mr. Rogers appears to have made a trifling 
miſtake, by ſuppoſing himſelf in Dr. Kent's Cir- 
cumſtances, and Dr. Kent i in his. 
The next day (Tueſday) very late in the even- 
ing, Dr. Kent received the following note from Mr. 
Rogers. a mixture of every thing; buſineſs, unjuſt 


reproaches, alfenſine inſinuations, and che greater 
part 


r 
14 : 


1 
part, cavillings againſt the affidavit, which ſhew 
| how very uneaſily it ſat upon him. But the moſt 


curious part of ic is the attempt to reduce Dr. Kent 


to a level with himſelf, Mr. Rogers breaks his 


word, and Dr. Kent changes a defign through Mr. 


Rogers's ill behaviour, therefore (rare logic) Mr. 


Rogers and Dr. Kent are both equally guilty of 


the ſame fault. But let us attend to the Gentle- 


man himſlef, and obſerve with what dexterity he 


brandiſhes a broken reed with which Dr. Kent had 
furniſhed him in a complaiſant expreſſion. | 


«© Mr. Rogers with real concern for the unbappy 


*extreme to which things have been brought be- 


tween them, has reſolved at once to ſettle with Dr. 


Kent up. to next Lady-day according to his own 
propoſal, and as Mr. Rogers propoſed before in 
his letter of the 15th of Jan. he has, in conſequence 
| ſent James Paine with the ſum named by Dr. Kent 


as the proportion of his payment. Henceforward, 


eiten let any ſurveyor make the important eſtimate z 


andif Mr. Rogers upon his own conſideration, or 


upon reference to the judgment of ſome other per- 


ſon, ſhall think his terms fair and reaſonable, he 
propoſes to abide by them: but if not, and no 
others can be adjuſted to the mutual ſatisfaQion of 
both parties, Dr. Kent vill be at liberty to take the 
* into his own hands. Mr. Rogers is ſo teized 
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and wearied out beyond all meaſure of; patience, 


with this vexatious affair, and the repeated and 
aggravated provocations that Dr. Kent has given 


| him, that he wiſhes to avoid all further converſati- 


on or correſpondence with him; and in regard 
even to matters of buſineſs, Mr. Rogers will re- 
ſerve to himielf the liberty of tranſakting it, or not, 
as he Pleaſes, by means of an agent. 


Tn the 4 of this correſpondence between Dr. 


Kent and Mr. Rogers, he muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that, as the word and honour of one man, 


are things of too ſerious a nature to be raſhly 
blaſted by the breath of another, he ſhall for a 

moment examine the propriety at leaſt of Dr. 
Kent's affidavit. In order to which, he refers to a 

paſſage in the Dr's. letter of Feb. 22, which has 
theſe words, as far as I am now competent to do 
« it, I muſt, without any ſullen or unpleaſant re- 
9 +" Hike to what has paſt, juſt 1 remind you, that 
«© when I delivered you my tithe-paper ſoon after 
** Michaelmas, you deſigned, (as 1 apprehended) 
« to ſatisfy me in what I aſked of you. When I 
* wrote to youon the the gth of Nov. I deſigned to 


"08 charge you ſo and ſo. You firſt, and [ ſecondly 


© have fallen off from our ſeveral deſigns. Both 
„ muſt be conſidered as though they had never 
1 been.“ One obſervation upon this it is very na- 
tural 
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tural and obvious to make: if Dr. Kent at the dil- 


tance of time from * ſoon after Michaelmas,” to 


Feb. 22, was but juſt comph to remind Mr. Ro- 


gers of a deſign to ſatisfy him, and that only under 
a doubtful kind of apprehenſion, as his words inti- 


mate; how came it to paſs, that his memory at a 


ſttll more diſtant period, ſhould ſerve him ſo much 
better, as to be poſitive to a promiſe inſtead of ap- 
prehending a deſign, and ſhould be ſo clear as to 


enable him to verify it on oath ? No promiſe howõ- 
ever (as far as appears from the letters) had been 
alledged, or even ſo much as hinted at till after the 


above date. But be it promiſe or deſign, Dr. 
| Kent has charged upon himſelf equally with Mr. 
Rogers a failure in it. 
confidered as tho' they had never heen. After- 
wards, comes the affidavit and repeats this declara- 
tion. But ftill prior to this, an explicit and gene- 
ral apology had been made by Dr. Kent with great 
condeſcenſion it muſt be owned, to one who was 
believed to have broke his word and forfeited his 
honour. But perhaps it may be another inſtance 
of preſumption in Mr. Rogers to cope with Dr. 


Kent in triumphant vindications; ; let him however 


judge, wich what kind of grace his tacit reproofs, 
and open reproaches ought to be reoeived. 


Dr. Kent 


Yet ſtill, both were to be 
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Dr. Kent wrote his anſwer to this note early the 
next morning, and delivered it into Mr. Rogers's 
own hand as oon as divine ſervice was ended, 


Berkely, March 23, 1785. 
8 1 R, 


1 thank you [for your agreement at laſt, in the 
firli | part of your note received late laſt night, to 
abide by Mr. Black's ſurvey, Provided his terms be 
fair aud reaſonable. Should you diſlike them, I 
ſball alſo readily abide by my firſt propoſal, that 
you ſhould take the opinion of another ſurveyor, 
and if there be any difference in their eſtimates, to 
divide that difference between us. 


The other part of your note I can ſmile at, and 
do away the flimſineſs of your reafoning by the 
force of truth, When I ſaid, ** you deſigned, and 
x deſigned, &c.” I expreſſed myſelf fo, in com- 
plaiſance to you, and to ward off, if poſſible, that 
ungovernable paſſion and bitterneſs I have more 
than once experienced from you. I had not the 
ſmalleſt doubt remaining on my mind about the 
certainty and abſoluteneſs of your promiſe, It was 
fixed there by indelible marks, and I could have 
corroborated it by other circumſtances, which I 
well remember. but which were not neceſſaiy to 
þe crouded into my affidavit, I have ſworn the 

| hou 
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rich and coking but the truth, 80 help me Cod 
To his juſtice I appeal for immediate. puniſhment, 
if I falſify, or deceive. This 1 hope i is a full an- 
ſwer 10 your doubt about the propriety of my afh- 
davit. You cannot * preſume to cope with me, 
not becauſe. you want abilities, but becauſe you 
have not truth and juſtice on your ſide. My tacit 
reproofs therefore come with a very good grace, 
and ſo will my publick ones, if you are indiſcreet 
enough to draw them n you. 


You inſultingly aſked me laſt Monday morning 


in your polite phraſe, whether Mrs. Rogers 1 
„ „ „ „ „ „„ # „„ „ „ „ # 
3 „ % % „ „„ „„ „ „„ „% 
Mm EDD EEEEENY 
* And was it manly in you, when you 
had begun ſuch a quarrel to ſkulk behind a lady? 
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#* # # # #* * * #* Tor theſe things, and 
in compliment to her ſex and family, I made her 
| that chriſtian-like. · explicit and general apology 2 
you ſo ungenerouſly reproach me. wal, 


Let me —_— Sir, in my. turn, * what hap- 
py ſchool you cultivated that yein of abuſe which ſo 
| plentifully 
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CY 
plentifully flowed from you the fame morning ? 
You abound in low and vulgar ſarcaſms beyond 


what I could have conceived poſhble in a man who 
has had a liberal education. But they come as free- 


ly and eaſily as if they were inbred in you and con- 


genial to your nature. Pardon me. You have 


moved my juſt indignation. But remember, this 
is for your private eye. You have talked more 


than once of publiſhing what I have written and de- 


poſed, yet I think you will be wiſer : but be it fo, 


if you pleaſe. Publiſh what you think proper, and 
accuſe me as yon think proper. For decency's 


| fake,” and to avoid bringing a ſcandal on our profeſ- 
ſion, I will eh no publications or accuſations. 


But if they are bought, I will be the laſt to reply. 


The want of good neighbourhood between us 
will be generally and juſtly enough imputed to a 
leaven of another kind, which has too much mix- 


ed with this diſpute. 


| When you have diveſted yourſelf « of your paſſi- | 


on and ſcurrility, and conſider what I have ſuffer. 


ed for modeſtly aſking for leſs than is my own, I 


doubt not but your cooler reflection will point 
home all theſe truths to you, and I have the charity 
to believe, your conſcience will ſmite you. I am 


Sir, | | 
The much wind Redor of Berkely. | 


1f 


Fas 1 


If Dr. Kent has the leaſt {kill in phyſiognomy, 


Mr. Rogers's conſcience did ſmite him. Being ve- 


ry cool and compoſed himſelf, he was better able 
to make obſervations upon other men; and thro' 


the whole of the Paſſion-week, he thinks he never 
ſaw a countenance, in which agitation and diſcom- 
poſure were more ſtrongly marked. than they were 
in Mr. Rogers's. On the morning after the delivery 


of the foregoing letter, they ſeemed much height- 
ened. Dr. Kent who deteſts contention as much 


as he deteſts a lie and the father of it, was. quite 


melted into compaſſion; and in the evening, wrote 


the following letter with a view ſtill more to ſoften 


a heart, which he has ſince found, is not very ſul⸗ 
ceptible of tender impreſſions, 


| Eve of Good Friday, 75. 
SIR, 


I always knew the ground I ſtood upon, but was 


unwilling to take the laſt ſtep I did, till I con- 


_ ceived myſelfdriven to it, in order to my compleat . 


vindication. I can eaſily frame an excuſe for you 
in my own mind, and conceive that forgetfulneſs 


partly, partly other ſtrong motives and paſſions 


co-operating, you thought yourlelf juſtified in tak- 
ingthe ſteps you did on the th of Nov. But hav- 
ing at laſt obtained what in my partial opinion, 


looks ſomewhat like a victory, I delight not my- 
{If in the ſpectacle. Tis too dearly earned. I 


loath 
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loath and deteſt i it in er of peace, the firſt 


dawnings of which, will appear more lovely in 


mine eyes, than all the laurels that ever adorned 
the brows oP all the heroes in the world. Return 
| then, Sir, return once more to the bleffings of 

peace. Let us plant again her roots, and diligent- 
Iy watch and tenderly cheriſh them, that from them 
may ſpring with freſh vigour all the delightful 
good offices which ſweeten and endear ſociety. 
You and T, Sir, have both of us great and high 
ſpirits; let them be under the government of real- 
on and religion. But I think you have hitherto a 
little miſtaken my character. I am your neighbour, 
perhaps not unworthy to be your friend, when you 
have further tried me: and I am ſhocked at the 
thought of hving ſo near each other as we do, in 
| the manner you ſeem to propoſe. My pride is not 
concerned in this, but my chriſtianity is 1 I ſtand 
not in need of deriving credit (es it has perhaps 
deen haſtily thrown out) from being well connec- 
ted with a reſpectable family. I could live well 
contented with the more diſtant acquaintance and 
friendſhips with which I am honoured ; but, (as 1 
faid) my chriſtianity is concerned; and it is but 
common deceney, that ſome kind of union ſhould 
appear between us. Charity, which behaveth 
« ifelf not unſeemly,” will be groſsly and juſtly of- 
ſended, if two clergymen ſhould meet frequently in 


F 61 # 3 
is ſame church, without returning each other the 
civility of a ſalute. x | 


I will begin therefore and ſet an example, by 


endeavouring at an humble and awful diſtance, to 


imitate the tender love and humility of our bleſſed 
Saviour, celebrated chroughout this holy week. 1 
will not lead the prayers of my congregation to- 


morrow, without ſacrificing every reſentment at 


the foot of the croſs. Henceforward, I have not 


the ſhadow of an animoſity towards you ; I will be 


the firſt man to do you every good office in my 
power, and the laſt to do you an injury. Vet 1 
want not to obtrude myſelf too haſtily upon you. 


You may think I have been accuſtomed to take too 


4 many liberties in the houſe which 1s now become 


honourably yours. But Sir, give me credit for a 
ſmall ſhare of good manners and good ſenſe. Tho 
it may be a difficult part of knowledge, yet I think 
I know myſelf a little ; and I have no diſpoſition to 
offend you by an impertinent intruſion on one 


| hand, nor by keeping a ſullen unchriſtian like diſ- 


tance on the other. I think I can conduct myſelf 
towards all men, and hope I have generally con- 
dutted myſelf towards you with the behaviour of a 


gentleman. But it now remains with you to de- 


termine, how in future you will behave towards me. 
Determine not then too raſhly, nor too abſolutely; 
leave a door open at leaſt to the offices of 


civility 


62 J 
. pn — Guard che avenues to it 
with what vigilance and circumſpeRion you pleaſe, 
but do not quite ſhut it, and throw away the key. 
| You and I know each other better than we did 
through our unhappy conteſt; and as we are not 
like to have any future obje& of contention, we 
may attend to our ſeveral provinces hereafter with 
much compoſure and calmneſs. Weigh then your- 
ſelf and me in equal balances, and may God direct 
your judgment, and influence your heart to meet 
me in the way « of peace and ſalvation. I am, &c. 


On the morning of Good Friday, butt before 
Dr. Kent entered the church, he received the fol- 
lowing anſwer. | „„ 


March 24, 1786. 
8 1 R. 

The more you write, or ſay, or do, the more > 
you perplex and amaze me. Am I now of ſo great 
and high a ſpirit, when but yeſterday I meanly 
ſkulked behind a woman?“ „ „ # # 
+ # * # ç Would you be thought 
worthy of being my friend on further trial} when 
you have already given ſuch proofs as ſhould make 
me wholly unworthy of being yours? Do we know 
one another's characters better than we did, only 
by finding or making them ſo much worſe than ev- 
er they were repated 3 ? Deteſt, or delight 

in 


40 * 3 


in your fancied victory as you may, you will not bal 
denied it by me, as far as it has defeated peace, 
and deftroyed charity. But you ſhould not hope 
in the triumph of your victory, to trample upon 
my word and honour with impunity. However 
vou ſhew yourſelf a conqueror of unuſual clemeney, 
by being the firſt to capitulate, but that by no 
means in a manner, or upon ſuch terms as can be 
accepted. Would to God indeed, we could once 
more return to ſuch peace as would be to the com 
fort and credit of us both ! But you have cut it up 
by the roots, and prevented (I fear) its ever being 
planted again in mutual opinion and eſteem. As | 
little then can it be cheriſhed by ſuch offices of 
friendly and familiar intercourſe as you defire, 
You it is, Sir, that have not only ſhut the door and 
_ thrown away the key, but have barred all entrance 
to the civilities of good neighbourhood. No other 
way ſeems poſſible to be opened to them, but by 
recovering (if you can) that falſe and flagrant ſtep 
you have taken and annulling that one a& of hoſtile 
abſurdity. As a chriſtian and clergyman, it is my 


duty and my deſire to extend towards you, even as 


my enemy, the moſt perfect charity in my power; 
but as a gentleman, the common rights of ſociety 
_ entitle me to have my charaQer cleared from groſs 
imputation. And yet I am ſorry to think, that no 
means can well be deviſed of wiping off the ſtain 
you 
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you have thrown on mine, without bringing per- - 
baps a greater upon your own character. Such is 
the dilemma to which the abſurd and inconſiſtent 
tenor of your whole conduct has reduced me. Tho 
in compliance with your requeſt on the return of 
J. Paine, I did at laſt open your note, I muſt now 
(without farther multiplying words) again repeat 
my reſolution, under the preſent circumſtances, of 
avoiding all further communication and corre» 
ſpondence with you, but ſhall endeavour. to be as 
far as I can, | 

hay Your peaceful tho' zojured neighbour, 

J. Meth. Rogers. 


Dr. Kent did not expect a very conciliatory re- 
ply to his letter, but he did not expect ſuch a one 
as the foregoing. It is difficult to find epithets ſuf- 
ficient to charaQterize it properly, or to ſpeak of it 
as it deſerves, without an appearance of ſeverity, 
It begins with perplexity and amazement. In the 
body of it he owns himſelf reduced to a dilemma, 
from which, it now becomes him to extricate him- 
ſelf as expeditioully and honourably as poſſible. 
Vet are not theſe the principal things to be noted 
in this curious compoſition. Its leading features, 
are paſſion, ſelf. importance, injuſtice, and folly. 
The two firſt are ſtrongly marked; the injuſtice 

lies in charging the breach upon Dr. Kent which 
{os 3 en. 


, 


TW x = 
he had occaſioned bimſelf; and the folly, in ſap- 
poſing that Dr. Kent would unſay what he had 


ſworn to, to regain his favour : but Dr. Kent had 


once made an apology to Mrs. Rogers, to the tail 
of which Mr. Rogers had been tacked purely out 


of complaiſance to her; and he had the vanity to 


expect that another ſuch ſacrifice would {till be 
made to him. Dr Kent however ſoon awakened 


him out of this pleaſing dream by the following let- 


ter, which cloſes the correſpondence betweenthem. 


- 


„ 


wn wa 1785. 
8 "RN 
OUR conduct has more than once brought | 
to my mind the proverb, which lays, 
© the man who i injures you, never forgives you.“ 


| You have taken up my words in your laſt let- 


ter, and call'd yourſelf an injur'd perſon. If you 
are injured, Sir, and injured by me, make it 
appear in what inſtance. I deny the charge, and 
challenge you to prove it beſore God and man. 
If you do not accept my challenge, I fhall look 
upon you in the light in which you deſerve to 


be view'd; as one, who, having broke your word 
with me, are reſolv'd to bear me down, if you 
can, by mere dint of effrontery. But you will 


not ſucceed, 
| IJ 


ty 
3 


"YT - 


I have thrown no publick ſtain upon your 


character, as I might have done; the charge is 
private, and pointed to yourſelf alone. But my 
tenderneſs towards you in this reſpect, my en- 
deavour to find an excuſe for you, to be a 
chriſtian in my reſentments, you term * an ab- 
furd and inconſiſtent conduR ;” and my affidavit, 


you call © an act of hoſtile abſurdity.” And then 
you talk big about my * trampling upon your 


word and honour,” and“ the common rights of ſo- 
ciety, to have your charakter, as a gentleman, clear- 
ed from groſs imputation.” But alas ! Sir, all this 


implies only a ſelf-conſciouſneſs, that all has pot 


been right. Otherwiſe after your ingendous 
3 A 
reaſoning to do away the propriety of my affi- 
davit, you would take more effettual meaſures 
to do away the truth of it. But if bullying, and 


a ſew high ſounding words will ſerve your turn, 
vou are in the right to make uſe of them; on- 
ly you have met with the wrong. perſon to Prac- 


tife ſuch an art upon. 


5 I believe you are ſorry, and vexed, and gal- 

led, but herein lies the difference between your 
high ſpirit and mine; I can bear an injury, and 
forgive it ike a man; you are too proud to own 
a fault like one, or to accept a handſome re- 
treat when it is offer'd to YOu. @ 
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Jam going to celebrate and receive the holy 


communion this morning, upon the truth of my 


charge, and the truth of my forgiveneſs; but I 
muſt return again to my former ſubſcription, 
that I am, Sir, | 


The much injur'd ReQor of Berkely, 


Ambroſe Kent, 


The foregoing is the full hiſtory of what Mr. Ro- 
gers has thought proper to call Dr. Kent's abſur- 
dities and inconſiſtencies.” It is the hiſtory al- 
ſo of © Mr. Rogers's gentility and chriſtianity,” ſo 
often ' appeal'd to in the courſe of this diſpute. 


Dr. Kent is infinitely ſorry to expoſe ſuch a re- 


lation to the eyes of his freinds and acquain- 
tance. Nothing but a regard to his own charac- 
ter, could have induced him to undertake ſuch a 
diſagreeable and painful office. The defence of 
that apart, he is the ſame man he profeſſed him- 
| ſelf to be on the eve of Good-Friday. He has 


not the ſhadow of an animoſity toward Mr. Ro- 


gers, and will ſtill be ready to do him every good 
office in his power, and the laft to do him an 
injury. | F 
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age 18, line 12, for became, read become 


. 19, l. 25, f. wito, r. with 


P. 25, I. 16, f. Accommodations, r. Accommodation 


P. 27, l. 9, f. revenge, r. avenge 
P. 40, I. 0 f. aſeated r. ſeated 
P. 42, I. 1, f. repled, r. replied 

P. 49, I. 12, f. Mrs. r. Mr. 

P. 50, I. 20, f. which, r. what 

P. 55, I. 3, f. compleat, r. com 

P. 58, I. 13, f. bought r. brought 
P. 62, the laſt, f. repeted, r. reputed 
P. 66, I. 14, f. ingenuous r. ingenious, 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


1 pamphlet was printed in May laſt, and a 


copy of it ſent to Mr. Rogers's houſe, with 
a view to put him upon a little recollection, which 
Dr. Kent hoped might bring him back to a more 


| decent conduR, and prevent the diſtribution of 


any other copy. However, as it had not that ef. 


fea, and Dr. Kent knew that Mr. Rogers was go- 
ing ſhortly to London, he reſolved to take no ad- 
vantage of his abſence, but to wait his return. 
While Mr. Rogers was there, and in the 
neighbourhood, Dr. -Kent was one day ſurprized 
by a letter from his brother, from whom, as well as 
from every one elle, he. had concealed every cir- 
cumſtance of the quarrel, telling him, that meeting 


at Fulham with an old ſriend of his, he had ac- 


quainted him with every thing that had been done 


and was doing at Berkely. He therefore warmly 
requeſted him, in the name of that friend as well as 


his own, to deſiſt from his preſent intention. Dr- 
| F 2 | e Kent 
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Kent, who Rs that neither his friend, nor his 


brother, could be at all acquainted with the merits 
of the diſpute, or the nature of the publication in- 
tended, replied to them nearly in the terms of his 
advertiſement. But as his brother continued his 
advice to drop it, Dr. Kent has hitherto ſuppreſſed 
it, in the hope that Mr. Rogers would yet return to 
a better mind, and to the exerciſe of thoſe charities 
without which, it is in vain to profeſs chriſtian 
principles. But Mr. Rogers's conduct upon a late 
ſurvey of the pariſh of Berkely, and ſome very un- 
favourable reports whiſpered about the neighbour- 
hood, tending to depreſs Dr. Kent's charaQter, have | 
at laſt determined him to circulate it among his 


friends and acquaintance, to convince them, that 


ſuch a quarrel as. has ſubſiſted between Mr. Ro- 


gers and himſelf, could neither have originated, nor 
been continued, for want of a Peaceable diſpoſition 


in him. 


The ſuſpenſion of the ſurvey for ſo many months 
was a great grief to Dr. Kent ; and Mr. Black ha- 
ving frequently diſappointed him, partly thro” ill 
health, and partly through a multiplicity of more 
material buſineſs, he was obliged to give up any 
dependence upon his aſſiſtance. But a fortunate 


accident pointed out to him as good a man, Mr, 


Richard Bloxham, whoſe [Kill and integrity are 
: | pretty 


( 
pretty extenſively known, and particularly in the 
neighbourhood of Frome and Warminſter. This 
gentleman began a ſurvey of the pariſh of Berkely, 
on Tueſday the 21ſt of February laſt, and finiſhed 
it on the Friday evening following. But it did not 
turn out favourably for Mr. Rogers, the tithes of 
the farm occupied by himſelf, for which, upon the 
old ſcale, he would have paid 281. 2s. being eſti- 
| mated at 39l. 10s. 5d. a year. On the next Day, 
Dr. Kent tranſcribed with his own hand from Mr. 
Bloxham's eſtimate, the particulars relating to this 
farm, and ſent them to Mr. Rogers, and at length, 
at his requeſt, the original eſtimate itſelf. ] 


This eſtimate, Mr. Rogers returned on the iſt. 
of March, incloſed in the following ſhort note. 


8 March 1, 1786. 
NCLOSED, I return you Mr. Bloxham's eſti- 
mate, and ſhould be glad to know what my 
payment is to be up to Michaelmas laſt, which I 
wiſh to diſcharge. As the ſurvey was made ſo late, 
and another year 1s ſo far entered upon, I preſume 
the ſame terms muſt continue to next Michaelmas, 
after which, another plan may be adopted, as ſhall 

be determined on between myſelf and tenants. 


J. M. Rogers, 


To 
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To this note, Dr. Kent replied on the 8 
March in the following terms: 


Berkely- Parſonage, March 4, 4786. 


STR; - 
"Ou are under a miſtake in fuppoſ ing that your 
year expired at Michaelmas laſt ; it ends at 


Ny next. 


In a note of your's without a date, but which by 
my anſwer, I can be ſure was on the 22nd of 
March laſt, you have theſe words. Mr. Rogers 
©: hasreſolved at once to ſettle with Dr. Kent up to 
* Lady-day next, and has ſent James Paine with 


* the ſum named by Dr. Kent as the proportion of 


te his payment. Henceforward, een let any ſur- 


* veyor make the important eſtimate; and if Mr. 
Rogers upen his own conſideration, or upon re- 


t ference to the judgment of ſome other perſon, 
« ſhall think his terms fair and reaſonable; he pro- 
© poſes to abide by them; but if not, and no others 
* can be adjuſted to the mutual fatisfaQtion of both 
* parties, Dr. Kent will be at liberty to take the 
" tithes 1 into his own hands,” 


To this, I replied the next morning in the fol- 


lowing manner: 
h SIR, 


[C 78 1 


STK HBerkely, March 23d. 1785. 
Thank you for your agreement at laſt, to abide 
by Mr. Black's ſurvey, provided his terms be 
© fair and reaſonable ; I ſhall alſo readily abide by 
_ * my firſt propoſal, that you ſhould take the opi- 
e nion of another ſurveyor, and if there be any 
«© difference in their in, to divide that dif- 


« 68 ference between us.“ 
I eotifider the above, as a mutual compa. 


It is incumbent upon you, therefore, either to 
declare your unreſerved acceptance of the terms of 


my ſurvey, or that you will take the opinion of 5 


another ſurveyor, in order to ſettle an average 
price between the two; which opinion may be 


waited for with reſpe& to the terms of the preſent | 


as well as the enſuing years, as long as it Thall be 
neceſſary. | 


If you will not declare the adoption of one or 
other of theſe alternatives on or before the 25th 
inſtant, I ſhall then conſider you as indebted to me 
in the ſum of g2gl. 10s, 3d. and ſhall proceed 
thenceforward, however reluctantly, to take up 
your tithes in kind. 
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Ik I do this, remember, it is you that force me 
upon it. : 
A. Kent. 


Mr, Rogers replied the ſame day as follows : 


N 4 March, 1786. 

* ITH regard to any miſtake I may be un- 
der, that the year expires at Lady Day 

next, I muſt have leave to ſay, you led me into it 
yourſelf, if indeed it be a miſtake. To account 
for it I muſt refer to your Letter of the 11th of 
March, 1785, where you ſay, © Your tithes for 
“this year will ſtand at the random price I named, 
6 gs. 6d. and 2s. 6d. the acre. From Michael- 
* mas next they may be bigher or lower, as Mr. 
„Black ſhall rate them.“ It is to be obſerved, 
that I had before acquieſced in theſe terms, which 
were of your own propoſing, and have thus your 
own word for their being binding at leaſt till Mi- 
chaclmas 1785. Indeed I do not otherwiſe com- 
prehend, how the price you fixed, was to ſtand for 
that year, Mr. Black however did not come, as 
was propoſed, in the April or May preceding, and 
therefore it was natural to expect, that the ſame 

terms were to be continued. After all, no ſurvey- _ 

or undertook the buſineſs till the 21ſt of Feb, 1786, 
| and 


and. Loo has s a. 


E 


and that not Mr. Black, who at one time was to 


be put off, then not to be put off, and at laſt came 


not at all after ſo much expettation, but another 
vas ſubſtituted in his room, who, I imagined, was 
to have no retroſpet to the paſt year, but to ſettle 
terms for the enſuing one. Such was the ſenſe ex- 
_ preſſed in my note; as it muſt be impoſſible for me 


to make it a matter of conſideration, or choice, if 


a ſurveyor was to fix the value of tithes long before 
taken up. It cannot therefore be at all juſt or rea- 
ſonable (eſpecially conſidering the produce of laſt 


year) that I ſhould pay according to the terms pro- 


poſed by him inſtead of thoſe before agreed upon. 
As they now ſtand, I abſolutely reject them, and will 
not conſent to be tithed and taxed both, or pay what 
you demand, unleſs the law can oblige me. But 
I have no fear of that kind, 'or any other from you. 


If, however, my words can be underſtood to imply a 


ſurrender of the tithes without reaſonable notice at 
whatever time the ſurvey might be made, I have 
no objettion, (tho* you have dealt differently with 
others) to your taking them at the time mentioned 
into your own hands: with what credit or profit 
you may, and the better to ſhew what advantages 
your patroneſs has put in your n and how 


Ns. are employed. 


J. M. Rogers. 
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This letter was ſent to Dr. Kent by a ſervant of 
Mr. Rogers's very late on Sunday evening, the 5th 


of March, and Dr. Kent did not attend to its date. 
On Monday he returncd this anſwer, 


$1 R, Berkely-Parſonage, March 6, 1786. 


| 7 DAY was a very unfit day for buſineſs, and 


I wonder you ſhould make choice of it in par- 


| ticular to puzzle and perplex yourſelf, to quibble 
and cavil in terms beneath a man of ſenſe, or com- 


mon buſineſs. I will, however, endeavour to ſet 
you right inevery particular, 


Firſt, You never even hinted your acceptance of 
my terms of gs. 6d. and 2s. 6d. an acre till after I 
had determined upon a ſurvey when it was too late. 
But, Els 


Secondly, After Mrs, Rogers appeared fo much 


diſpleaſed at the idea of a ſurvey on the 26th and 


27th of February, I dropt all thoughts of it, and 


on the 5th of March, offered you (in a note of that 


date) your tithes upon the old terms of gs. gd. and 
28, an acre. But, when the ſame afternoon, I 
waited in perſon upon you, and was called a Pro- 
teus, and told, you would not be obliged to me, I 
returned to my reſolution of a ſurvey again. 
Thirdly, 


FI 


Thirdly, On the 1oth of March, Farmer T. 


Singer, and James Paine, (frightened at the thought 


of a ſurvey) agreed to take all the tithes of the pa- 


Tiſh at the price I named, except the tithes of the 


lands occupied, or to be occupied by you, which 
bargain (by the way) Your diſtarbed. 


Connie On the 1 of March I gave you 


notice of this bargain, and made uſe of the words 
you quote. Your tithes therefore for this year 
vill ſtand at the random price of gs. 6d. and 28. 
6d. &c.“ ut . | = 


Fifthly, In the laſt converſation I had with you 


on the 2 1ſt of March, when you were in ſo much 
haſte to get rid of me for ever, you deſired me to 
ſettle with you up to Lady-day enſuing, that your 
farm and the new one of farmer Jenkins's might 
run together from that timeaswell asthoſe of farmers 

Broadway and Singer. I ſaw there was a propri- 

.ety in this, and conſented to it, otherwiſe I muſt 
have aſked you at Michaelmas, 1785, if your year 
had continued to end there, for tithes of ſome of 
Jenkins's lands in particular, and others which were 
in your occupation to Lady-day. I therefore, (as 
you may ſee upon reference to your receipt, for 
1784) took hardly a third part of what you uſually 
n at Michaelmas, as a Lady- day's pa; ment for 
G 2 what 
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what you had occupied till that time, a part of 


which, you then transferred to other hands: your 


year therefore fairly began at Lady-day laſt. 


Wich reſpect to the ſurvey, what ſignifies it who | 


was the ſurveyor, Mr. Black, or Mr. Bloxham ? 
The queſtion is, is the ſurvey a juſt one? If it be 
not, you have the power to check it by a contra- 
ſurvey. There is no other way of ſettling the buſi- 
neſs. Did ever a man of your property before 


complain of a bad year? *Tis a farmer's argument 
and beneath you; an argument, farmer Singer has 


not made uſe of, who has paid {me his Michaelmas 
tithes without murmuring, and I dare ſay will pay 
his Lady-day proportion in the ſame manner, A 
ſurveyor who knows his buſineſs, will ſurvey and 
let tithes for ſeven years, as well as an eſtate. The 
farmer of each muſt take the good and the bad 


years together for the term of his leaſe. Conſult | 


yourſelf, and ſee what you will allow all your te- 
nants for the laſt bad year, and that will be an ex- 


ample to me to make you ſome abatement in your 


tithes. 


Upon the whole, Sir, you are upon very bad 
ground at preſent. Conſult Mr. Fry, or any man 
of buſineſs, and tell him the naked ſtate of facts, 


and he will adviſe you better. 


I hope 


0 fi © ©. 


E 7 


J hope yet to hear that you will adopt one of my 
alternatives on, or before the 25th inſtant, 


If I do not hear peaceably from you, I am ſorry 
to ſay, you muſt expect to hear from me on the 
26th about ſetting out your tithe- milk in a proper 
manner, concerning which, there are ſome nice- 
ties in which I ſhall take care to inform myſelf. 


Ambroſe Kent, 


An angry anſwer came to this letter the ſame 
day, a great part of which is taken up with proving 
that Mr. Rogers had as great regard to Sunday as 
Dr. Kent ; which to avoid the repetition of the ar. 
guments, Dr. Kent will for the preſent admit. 
The buſineſs part of the anſwer is in theſe terms. 


DE March 6, 1786. 
WII regard to my making a complaint of a 
bad year, as though I defired an abate- 
ment, which even my tenant did not do, &c. you 
talk downright nonſenſe. And in ſhort, from the 
juſt contempt I ought to have of the whole of your 
conduct, I ſhall in future pay ſo little regard towhat- 
ever you ſay, as not to be at the trouble of reply- 

ing 


49 


ing to it, if tis poſſible to be avoided. And with re- 
ſpett to your actions, I hope I ſhall not want prop- 


er advice and direction, on my part, or proceed 
but upon juſt and good grounds, without any con- 


cern which your opinion may be, 


1 ſuppoſe you will recollect, that I ſent * Paine 
ſome monchs ago to deſire, I might pay you up to 
laſt Michaelmas, not having then an idea of any 
other terms but what I before-mentioned of 38. 64. 
and 28. 6d. the acre. You put him off with telling 
him, you was in no hurry for the money, and 


would ſettle it another time. 3 ſhall therefore be 


ready to make good my year's payment to Lady- 
day next, according to thoſe terms, if you think 


Proper to won them, 3 
]: M. 18 | 


Towards the latter end of this letter, there is a 
great miſtake, owing perhaps to ]. Paine's want of 
memory. The meſſage returned by Dr. Kent, 
was, © that as Mr. Rogers had agreed to abide 


* by the terms of a ſurvey, Dr. Kent did not know 


„het to charge him. It was no fault of his, or 
« Mr. Black's, that the ſurvey was not already 


„ made, but as it was to take place, it would be 


** time enough to ſettle accounts then; he was in no 
 * hurry for the money.“ 


Dr. | 


ny Wal (ff fades oa 55 
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Dr. Kent, as he had explained himſelf ſo amply 

| before, took no notice of this letter. It was time to 
have done witha correſpondent, who had ill treat- 
ed him various ways, and had at laſt arbitrarily re- 
jetted a ſurvey made by a perſon of confeſſed inte- 
grity and abilities, the terms of which were calcu- 
lated to ſettle the rate of tithes between them du- 
ring their joint lives, | 


From the time this unhappy diſpute commenc- 
ed, Dr. Kent loſt all fight of ſelf-intereſt. He had 
thence-forward one uniform and conſiſtent de- 
ſign, to convince Mr. Rogers by irrefragable proofs, 
that he had quarrelled with him upon a bad ground, 
Mr. Rogers alſo appears to nave had one uniform 
and conſiſtent deſign, to ſave his Money; otherwiſe 
would any man of charaQter, after he had deſired 
Dr. Kent to ſettle with him up to Lady-day, 1785, 
upon the old terms of gs. 3d. and 28. an acre ; after 
he had pledged himſelf to abide thence-forward, by 
the terms of a ſurvey, provided they were fair and 
reaſonable, would any man who did not want to fave 
his money, threaten Dr. Kent, that he would 
not pay him, unleſs the law could oblige him, before 
he had proved thoſe terms to be not fair and rea- 
onable? The caſe ſpeaks for itſelf, and is too plain 
to be denied. But, Dr. Kent is not without poli- 
tive evidence of the truth of it. Whilſt the ſurvey 
was 


= [>] 


was going on, one of Mr. Rogers's tenants took it 
upon him to know and to aſſert, that if the eſtimate 
went beyond the price which Mr. Rogers had fixed 
upon in his own mind, he would rezeQ it. 0 
* Shame ! where is thy bluſh 2 What is become of 
Mr. Rogers's nice feelings and tender regard to 
his Word and Honour ? Is this the way to clear his 
character from grofs imputations ? Alas! After all his 
vain boaſts, /ol:d pudding is preferred to empty praiſe. 
This CLERGYMAN of the CHURCH of EN- 
GLAND, (to drop at preſent the appellations of 
| GENTLEMAN and CHRISTIAN fo peculiarly | 
his- own) this Clergyman, who meets and joins with 
Dr. Kent in the ſame divine offices every Sunday, 
yet will not ſalute him; who permits Mrs. Rogers 
to receive the holy communion from his hands ev- 
ery month, yet ſuffers her not to ſpeak to him; - 
this Clergyman, who ought to ſet the beſt exampleto 
the reſt of the pariſh, and to guard the RIGHTS 
of his own ORDER, degenerates at laſt into a 
REVEREND MODUS-MAKER, and the prof- 
pett of ſaving ſix-pence upon an acre, puts to 
flight, Gentility, Reputation, and even all pre- 
tenſions to fair dealing, and drives them quite off 
the field. | | ; 


The reports Dr. Kent alluded to, as injurious 
to his character, reſpect the humiliating pardon he 
i 
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is ſaid to have aſked of Mr. Rogers, and the bond 
Mrs. Rogers gave him for his Tecurity 1 in the Rece | 
tory 15 Berkely BEIGE her marriage. 


The reader has ſeen this famous apology at the 
26th page. He has ſeen alſo, how much Mr. Ro- 
gets triumphs upon it at page the 55th. But let Mr. 
Rogers, let any man read this apology again, and 
ſee whether there be any juſt occaſion for all this 
triumph? It is the apology of a man to a woman; 
to a lady, whom he had known from a child in the 
family of her parents, and whom he had ever re- 
ſpected and loved. In the private correſpondence, 
he had bad with her occaſioned by Mr. Rogers's 
quarrel with him, Dr. Kent thinks he had faid the 


ſame things in a much handſomer manner. But as 


it ſeemed to be a point with her that ſome compli- 
ment ſhould be made to her huſband, Dr. Kent was 
willing to gratify her, as far as he could do it witli- 
out letting down his own character. As far, there - 
fore, as the apology relates to Mr. Rogers, Dr. 
Kent thinks the diſcerning reader, taking all cir- 
cumſtances together, will diſcover, that whilſt it of- 
fers a trifling incenſe to his noſe, which he ſnuffed 
up with ſo precipitate a pleaſure, that it quite in - 
| toxicated him, it conveys at the ſame time a home, 
but covert reproof to him for the want of that 
Chriſtian ſpirit, of which he was ſo forward to boaſt, 
| N a” 
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At leaſt, Dr, Kent wrote it with this view ; and he 


| believes he has not wholly miſſed his aim. From 


the beginning, to the end of the letter, there is 
nothing which reflects much honor upon Mr. Ro- 
gers, or any diſcredit upon Dr. Kent. But if, 


after this key to the apology, Mr. Rogers ſhall ſtill 
be of acontrary opinion, he has Dr. Kent's liberty 
to publiſh it at every MARKET CROSS i in the 


kingdom. | „ EW 


The reports about the bond are of a different 


and contradiftory nature. The firſt is, that Dr. 
Kent came upon Mrs. Rogers by ſurprize, with a 


bond ready drawn, and ſo obtained it ſurrepti- 
tiouſly. But to ſtrike all calumny of this ſort 


dead, Dr. Kent appeals to Mrs. Rogers, that he 
aſk'd and obtain'd the promiſe of it on the morning 


after the news of her intended marriage had been 
communicated to him the evening before at her ex- 


preſs deſire. He obtain'd it in a free converſation, 


in which he took the liberty of a friend, to talk 
with her upon the conſequences of her future match, 


which ſhe took in good part; and which ſhe ſaid 
ſhe would give him an opportunity to repeat to Mr. 
Rogers, by ſending him to breakfaſt with him the 
next morning. Mr.Rogers came, and ſeemed equally 


 fatisfied with what he ſaid. Between this and her 


marriage, a ſpace of near two months, inciuding a 


journey 


= 
| 
: 
c 
L 
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Journey into Warwickſhire, intervened ; and the 
bond was not executed till the day before it ; when 


Mr. Rogers (as Dr. Kent had originally deſired) 
was the witneſs to it. | 


a 
* 


It is difficult to conceive by whom, and with 


what views, ſuch a report was fabricated. Mrs. 


Rogers, every one knows, is a lady of a moſt 
excellent underſtanding, which has alſo been well 
exerciſed by experience. Mr. Rogers's Prudence, 
where his Intereſt is concern'd, no one will doubt. 
To ſuppoſe two ſuch perſons, therefore, duped into 


an improper action, does no credit to their good 


ſenſe and foreſight. But grant for a moment that 
Mrs. Rogers was quite the contrary to what ſhe is, 
a lady eaſy to be impoſed on by ſoothing and inſi- 
duous arts, yet ſtill, if Dr. Kent had flatter'd and 


coax d her into an action only that became her, it 


would have been an inſtance of his dexterity and 
addreſs, but it would have been no crime in him. 


The other report is intended to excite an idea of 
Mr. Rogers's great generoſity; with what juſtice 


; the reader is left to judge. Dr. Kent knows it has 
been aſſerted by a great authority, not far from the 


Parſonage of Berkely, that Mrs. Rogers had in- 
deed given Dr. Kent a bond to ſecure him in his 
reftory, but that Mr. Rogers could cancel it, 

| He | whenever 


e 
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whenever he pleaſed, without any inconvenience 
to himſelf. It will be permitted Dr. Kent to con- 
gratulate himſelf, that there is no truth in the aſſer- 
tion. The laſt thing Dr. Kent would wiſh to truſt 
to, is Mr. Rogers's generoſity. If he may forma 
judgment from what he has experienced, Mr. Ro- 
gers is of an overbearing, implacable diſpoſition ; 
and he wasthe laſt perſon that ſhould have reproach- 
ed Dr. Kent (page 19) with the inferiour ſucceſs 
he had experienced, as tho' he had met with much 
more than he deſerved, when he himſelf had, by a 
ſudden and gigantie ſtride, ſtept into an ample 
fortune, to make ſuch a pitiful uſe of the authority 
and R it affords him. 5 


That every thing might be of a piece, the laſt 
groſs inſult offer to Dr. Kent (ſmaller ones are fa- 
miliar) is an imputation upon his honeſty, Dr. 
Kent has ſaid that he tranſcribed the particulars of . 
Mr. Bloxham's eſtimate, and ſent them to Mr. Ro- 
gers, and afterwards, at his requeſt, the original 
eſlimate itſelf The requeſt was couched in theſe 
words and Dr. Kent has introduced it, a little out 
of! its place, to be a bonne bouche to all the reſt. | 
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CS 1: 
26th February, 1785. 
8 1 R, 


Expect to have an eſtimate faves by- your ſur- 
= veyor, both as being more regular in point of 
form, and becauſe I would rather depend pon 
hand view than yours. " 


"I M. Rogers, 


A caſe very ſimilar to this has lately happen'd in 

Glouſterſhire ; where a noble lord, fince deceas'd, 

quarrel'd with the clergyman of his pariſh upon the 

{ame righteous ſubje& of tithes. The clergyman 
defeated him, (i, e his tenants whom he ſupported) 
in action after action, and at laſt obtain'd a decree 
of the houſe of lords in his favor. Still however 
his lordſhip's high ſpirit remain'd unconquer'd, and 
he treated Dr. B—— as tho' he was not worthy to 
clean his ſhoes. But the approach of death wiped 
off the ſcales from his eyes, and began to ſhew him 
every thing in its true light; and he made it his 
requeſt, on his death-bed, that Dr. B-— would | 
forget what was paſſed, and perform the laſt office 
_ ofa chriſtian to him, and bury him, The doctor 
complied, — 


According 


FE 


Aceording to the oourſe of years Mr. Rogers 
will live to bury Dr. Kent; who has no doubt that 


he vill hereafter do juſtice to his memory, and per- 
haps ſhed an ineffectual tear over his grave, when 


he conſiders the unworthy part he has ated to- 5 
wards him, how much he has debaſed the characters 


of GENTLEMAN and CHRISTIAN. 


* 


Bau, March 24th, 1786; 
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D.. Kent i is gr to add, that the inſult. menti- 

oned at page 87. was not the laſt groſs inſult 
be received from Mr. Rogers. Dr. Kent ſuppoſ- 
ed, that by his letter dated March. 6th. he had 
fully ſatisfied that gentleman, with reſpe& to the 
terms upon . which they mutually ſtood with each 
other. However when Dr. Kent went to Berkley 
on the 24th i in order to celebrate divine ſervice the 
next day (being the Annunciation, commonly cal- 
led Lady-Day) he received the ering . 
from Mr. Ram. ö 


Berkley, 24th March, 1786. : 
EN, ä 
Ob more I muſt beg leave to kk to your 
letter of 11th of March, 1785, and deſire 

By you to explain the meaning of the following words, 
1 your tithes for this year will ſtand at the random 


| ** price I named, gs. 6d. and 2s. 6d. the acre.— 


From Michaelmas next they may be higher or 
„lower, as Mr. Black ſhall rate them.” If my 
tithes were to ſtand at the above price for this year, 


I beg to know, Twhen. the year commenc'd, and 
I | | when | 
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when it was to end: or was it intended I ſhould 
pay, according to that rate, only till Michaelmas, 
17836, from which time (you ſay) my terms were 

to be higher or lower according to Mr. Black's 
eſtimate ? If I am to depend on your hand- writing, 
| it appears to my apprehenſion, that to make good 
your own words, you can demand no other terms 
than what they expreſs, till after Michaelmas 1785 
at leaſt. But to prevent further diſpute on the 
ſubject, I will make you this offer, which I think 
is fair and juſt on my part, viz. To pay you from 
| Lady-Day 1785, to the Michaelmas following, 
two-thirds of the whole amount for the year, ac 


cording to the terms before mentioned; and from 


Michaelmas 1785 to Lady-Day 1786, one-third | 


of the whole amount of Mr. Bloxham's valuation. 


This wilt be according to your uſual proportion. of 
2 'Michaelmas and Lady-Day payment. But as 
your terms are not reaſonable enough to be ac- 
cepted in future, and it has been fo difficult to 
ſatisfy you before, I ſhall acquieſce in your pro- 
poſal on the 4th inſtant, of taking all your tithes 
in kind at Lady-Day next, and ſhall accordingly 
quit poſſeſſion of them from that time, only defir- 
ing to be inform'd fas I believe no cuſtom was 
ever heard of in the pariſh) how they are to be ſet 
out. . | 1 
J. M. Rogers. 
| P. S. 


0 62 


Pi. S. The following (I believe) is the calcu- 


flags if * ng the above 1 
= . 1. 4. 


5 2 Thirds of an annual ſum for 118 acres 


of paſture, at 2s. Gd. 9 16 8 
100 and half ditto of arable, at 38. 6d. 11 14 6 


1 Third of Mr. Bloxham's eſtimate (be- 
ing 3g. 108. 5d.) | 158 13 3 8 


— 


Total as near as 9 4. 34 14 8 


* 


Dr. Kent immediately nn the following | 


* 


E 40 March, 4766. 
by 1 R, 


Am ſorry you continue to puzzle, and perplex 


yourſelf in a plain matter. I have ſtill no 


other anſwer to return, to your letter of this day's 
date, than what is contained in the letters which 
have paſſed from me to you ſince Mr, Bloxham's 
ſurvey took * 


E You, and Mrs, Rogers together, bave paid me 
for tithes, after a certain rate, for fifteen years paſt. 
What hinders (if I ſhould live fo long) that you 


ſhould not pay me after a certain rate for fifteen 


ro to come ? If Mr. Bloxham's eſtimate Ve too 
1 high 


— — — I EIDOS VEN 


1 


high (of which I am no judge, tho' I preſume, from 
his character, as a man of ſkill and integrity in the 
buſineſs he was employed about, he cannot be 
very wide of the truth) you have it in your power 
(as I have ſaid) to check it by a contra-ſurvey.— 
There i is no other way of ſettling the buſineſs, _ 


| When you force me to take up our tithes, it 
will be your buſineſs to ſet chem out in a legal man- 
ner. 4 | 


In the evening Mr. Rogers's agent, attended by 
one of his tenants, came to tender Dr. Kent the 
afore-mentioned ſum of 341. 14s. 8d. as due for 
Mr. Rogers's tithes from Lady-Day 1785 to La- 
dy-Day 1786. Dr. Kent refuſed it, as not being 
according to the terms of his ſurvey, nor check'd 
by any other to make it an average-price. A. re- 
petition was then made of Mr. Rogers's threat, 
that he would pay no more, unleſs the law. could 
| oblige hum, and the parties retired. 


The next morning Dr. Kent wrote the follow- 
ing letter, intending to deliver it 0 he * into 
Mr. 3 s own hand, | po FF 825 


The 


[98] 


Tube reader will pleaſe to remember Mr. Ro- 
 gers's reſolution at page 54, that in regard even 
* to matters of buſineſs, he would reſerve to him- 
% ſelf the liberty of tranſacting it, or not, as he 
e pleaſed, by means of an agent.” This reſoluti- 
on, like an eaſtern deſpot, he had pretty ſteadily 
| kept. He had however, once in ſolemn ſilence, 
condeſcended to receive in the ſame place, a letter 
delivered civilly by Dr. Kent himſelf, on purpoſe 
to try him; and as Dr. Kent ſuppoſed he ſhould 
meet him at the church, he took his letter in his 
OWN Weds. 


x When divine ride was add as be walked 
from the Altar, he went towards Mr. Rogers, and 
addrefſed him thus, © Sir, here is a further an- 
„ ſwer to your letter of yeſterday, and to the ten- 
* der made by your agent laſt night.” Mr. Ro- 
gers took the letter, toſſed it from him with a high 
band, kicked it about in the preſence of the con- 
gregation (not one of whom was retired) till he 
cameto the > ottom of the church, and thenſtalk- 
ed out in contemptuous ſilence. How the aſton - 

iſhed ſpettators felt themſelves upon this occaſion, 
the reader muſt judge. Dr. Kent was too much 
Impreſſed with the awfulneſs of the place, and 


the ſolemnity of the ſeries be, haſt been employed | 
npon, 


z 


4 : l 
* 


upon, to regard it in any ills light. ons as an 
akt of the moſt indecent and lavage paſſion. To 
ſee a clergyman juſt riſen from his knees, when 
one would naturally ſuppoſe his affeQtions to be 
calm and ſpiritualized, behave in ſuch a manner, 
and in fo ſacred a place, was a fight he had never 
before ſeen, and hopes never to ſee again. With 
| reſpeQt to himſelf, he expected not ſuch an in- 
ſult; and he received it with more ſorrow for the 
unhappy temper of the man who could be guilty 8 
of i it, hen he had | LOI own account. 


3 after Dr. Kent was return- 
ed to his houſe, Mr. Rogers ſent his agent (with- 
out any apology) to defire Dr. Kent would ſend 
bim the letter he had ſo maltreated. Dr. Kent 
complied with the requeſt. The letter was in 
the following terms, 2 


25th March, 2785. 
SI R, 


1 Thought 1 had anfoered your letter yeſterday 
fully, and like a man; but I ſhall endeavour 


once more to to enlighten your * 


On the 11th of March 1785, I ly 1245 
uſe of the words you have ſo repeatedly quoted 


your tithes therefore for this year (viz. from Mi- 
chaemlas 


L 88 JI 
chaelmas 1784 to Michaelmas 178 f) will ſtand 
at the random price of 3s. 6d. and 28. 6d. &c. 
On the 21ſt of March, at your own ſpecial 


requeſt, I deranged and cancelled theſe terms.— 


On the 22d you condeſcended to accept an a- 
batement of them; and paid me rather below the 
old terms of 38. 3d. and 28. up to Lady- Day, 

chat you might thenceforward begin a new year 
upon new terms; or in your own words, ** hence- 
forward een let any ſurveyor make the impor- 
l tant eſtimate,” &c. | | 


- Your tender therefore of 2 148. 84. laſt 1 night 
by your agent, witneſſed by one of your tenants, 
was not legal; * leſs was it honourable. 


A. Lens 


0 the a; Mr Rogers' > agent came with 
the AS 5 letter. | 


8 IR, | 
Find tis vain to attempt to come to any 

A ſettlement. with you, and therefore I preſume 
the law muſt be reſorted to, in order to adjuſt the 
difference between us, which extreme I was in 
hopes might have been avoided. But as I am ſo 


apt, . to your account, to be puzzled 
| and 


b 5 1 


and perplexed, I muft beg. leave to get rid of 
the only cauſe of it, which is your contradictory 
notes and letters, and therefore ſhall abide by my 
former reſolution to cut t ont the equate f 


— 
8 * 2899 


with you. 
+ M. Rogers. | 


25 March, 1786. 


" The repeated indignities which Mr. Rogers has 
heaped upon Dr. Kent, have moſt dimonoured 
himſelf. The frequent mention of law to him is of 
a piece with the reſt ; whereas the idea of law ariſ- 
es from himſelf alone. Dr. Kent will not tamely 
ſaffer his juſt rights to be diminiſhed, nor will he be 
frighten'd by the length of Mr. Rogers's purſe, 
which is thus wantonly ſhaken at him; but he will 
not raſhly engage in law with any man. | Beſides 
as Dr. Kent has been adviſed, notwithſtanding all 
| that has paſſed, that neither can he legally take Mr. 
| Rogers's tithes in kind, nor Mr. Rogers obtrude 
them upon him till Michaelmas next, at that time 
Mr. Rogers will have another half year to account 
for; and by that time probably he may think his 
honour and character concern'd, to have recourſe 
to the only fair and juſt method of ſettling this bu- 
ſineſs, by employing a ſurveyor on his part, or by 
paying according to the t. terms of Mr, Bloxharn': 8 


eſtimate. . 


Barn, March 31, 1786. 
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